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LECTURE V. 
RETENTION OF URINE AND EXTRAVASATION. 


GexTLemey,—Retention of urine is the principal subject for 
to-day; and if we at all realise what is the condition of a 
patient who suffers from retention, the acute and constant 
pain which he undergoes, we shall feel how important it is to 
relieve him, not only as easily, but as early as possible. And 
there are very few cases in which you will meet with more 
gratitude if your treatment is skilful and prompt. But not 
merely are his sufferings extreme—and I suppose every man 
who has been so situated as to be unable to relieve a distended 
bladder, even for a short time, has had some glimpse, though 
only a faint one, of the distress occasioned by inability to pass 
water for several hours or even days,—not only, I say, is the 
pain intense, but there is extreme anxiety of mind also. He 
fears that the bladder may burst (a circumstance, however, of 
exceeding rarity), and he always looks forward with gloomy 
prospects to the consequence of not obtaining relief. 

Now, while retention of urine is very common in the hos- 
pital, it is not so in private practice. The circumstances of 
exposure, the different callings which men have who form 
hospital patients, determine this difference ; therefore, when 
met with among the higher classes, it is always a very grave 
matter, and in all circumstances, wherever met with, will de- 
mand all your care and skill. 

Then, again, if you are successful, the relief whic. you 
afford is instantaneous. It is not like the questionable result 
of a dose of medicine, which a i ient may persist in 
attributing solely to our great ally, curative power of 
nature. can be 10 uncertainty as to the result of your 
treatment if, after tweaty-four hours of agony, relief follows 
your dexterous use of che catheter, and the two or three pints 
which the patient was unable to void are withdrawn by your 
hand. He tells you that he is “in heaven”—a common ex- 
pression with such patients,—and he never will doubt for a 
moment that you were the author of his ‘‘ translation.” 

Retention comes before us in three typical forms, each re- 
quiring a different species of treatment. There may be some 
instances which cannot be absolutely so classed, a some the 
pone aay apa pape dk y of two classes ; still, for 
convenience, it is well to adopt this classification. First of all, 
you may have retention occurring in a young and healthy man 
who has no strictuse; next, it may occur in an older man who 
is the subject of confirmed organic stricture; and, lastly, it 
may occur in a man who is neither young nor hale, and who 
has no stricture, but has an prostate. Of the last I 
have n to say ; we have already discussed that subject, 
and the e of relieving retention in connexion with 

™ we gee 4" attention to the two other con- 

ions——-namely, retention from inflamma swelling, and 
retention arising from o ic stricture. ie: 

_ With regard to the first kind, you will probably leam a 
any some ; like the followi Within a month or six 
wee rhaps, tient, who is generally a yo: man, 
hen bell bewertione e has obtained Considerable saliet from 
treatment, and has in consequence allowed himself some re- 
laxation of the regimen to which he has been lately submitting. 
Thus, perhaps, he has indulged a little in the use of alcoholic 
stimulants, taken some unusual amount of exercise, a 
of cricket or the like, and, after being overheated, has 
sitting on a cold stone or damp grass ; or, lastly, he may have 
indulged in some emotional excitement. Under those circum- 
stances what is called ‘ inflammatory ap May Aad wn 


duced. Now let $ i i 
a sin me say, repeating myself slightly, that 





condition has no right to the name of stricture. First of all, 
eo, teteeeiaiinn Se pornelay, the sek of bo See 
i t is difficult to ascertain that, except 


ci ES pains dons 2h sneemre> be Se cam 
plaint. But what almost to a certainty takes place is a degree 
of i and swelling of not in the 
least resem ar ae engin yt Ving is not py 
narrowing at a particular part , but a tumefac- 
tion of the prostate gland, which prevents ren 


ratus of the bladder acting and ing its contents. 
is usually the real 0 es ld cdeeeter 
retention. 
This condition of the prostate resembles that which affects 
the tonsils, and which we call inflammatory sore-throat. Both 
congue cane te the Se apenmas ganee See more or 


testes, of the prostate is similarly associated 
i and if you examine by the rectum 
condition of the prostate will be 


smaller, and in a very short time 
to relieve himself al He is 
as canal 

soa hove Lassuss ten. couse manauve seenstemed to didieuiiy, 
but when an active young fellow is thus attacked for the first 
time, he is in a state of extreme distress. 

Now as to the treatment of such a case. The patient de- 
sires ardent to be relieved immediately, and declares he can- 


the arm or peri 
so an to encile the patient to hear the pain and yet to diapence 
with the catheter. The reason assi was that in an in- 
flamed state of the canal you might do more harm than good 
with a catheter, and that it was therefore better to mitigate 
= the means described. I have told you that I dissent 
treatment altogether, although it is still employed 
For, first, you must look at the after-conse- 
quences ; and if you allowa man to remain thirty-six 
or forty-eight hours with an unrelieved bladder because you 
fear to use an instrument, t mischief may be done. 
I have seen patients who for years have been unable to empty 
the bladder after treatment of this kind. Extreme and con- 
tinued distension of that organ sometimes destroys or perma- 
nently diminishes its contractile er, and uces a con- 
dition which is properly te “‘atony of the bladder.” 
Therefore if you pass the catheter, even at the risk of doing a 
little mischief to the urethra, I am disposed to think you 
would be wise in incurring that little risk rather than ex 
the patient to the other danger. But then it ought to be done 
without such risk. For my own part, I always take a moderate- 
sized gum catheter—one not larger than No. 6, as a large one 
gives in these circumstances unnecessary pain— which has been 
tolerably well curved in the way I have before described, since 
it has to enter over a swollen prostate. In this manner there 
is generally no difficulty in iy wy Haney patient, who is ex- 
ceedingly grateful for what you have done ; whereas if you 
him through that long process and he relieves himself ulti- 
mately, he thanks you for little, comparatively speaking, and 
he runs the risk to which I have referred. But in the event 
of the catheter not passing, you should try a silver cathe- 
ter of the same size. I believe one of the first persons to de- 
nounce the old plan of bleeding and hot ing was Mr. 
Guthrie. If you turn to the racy writings of that experienced 
and practical , you will an anecdote in connexion 
with this subject. He relates the account of a visit which he 
paid to a patient in the circumstances of retention I have de- 
scribed, and the reason, in strong and graphic language, why 
dhe gee up for ever the bath and ‘bleeding practice, and 
passed the catheter at once for such cases in future. 





So much for the inflammatory condition cf the prostate pro- 
ducing obstruction to micturition. I need not refer at any 
M 








. 
F 
i 
Z 
: 
: 
: 
§ 
3 
Ells 


At the | Also if I find a well-marked rounded tumour over 


sos + pore 
each takes in cor. 














dis- 


the 
ion, the bowel around it clear and 


i pubes ? 
At this poimt let me revert to the different practice and dif- 


three or 
a living 


red 


and subsequently with this 
spake—namel 
puncta 


in relation to this matter. Let 
of Mr. Liston. He once said, from 
the whole of his connexion with the 
at which he 
his death, —he had never 


rgeons 


. 


yal Infirmary of Edin 


ferent experience of su 


ad thtege 

rai Aetit a 

init ia ta Rit qe 
iin HE i; if Ia iy Hee a? 

Hae il banned 


an i E dae 

Hy Bitte ae iy, 
i Th. ‘ jive! i SSE EEE ese 
a rly raat i! _ ial 


a ti i 








where an in- which is dull on 


of the muscles 


t | this chair, that durin 


; the pro- | me give you the experience 
or wadden | Ro 


may not be absolute retention as be- 


some dribbli: 


himsclf in that i 


y be 
relieving 


; there ma 
but the bladder is 


—— Te 


ie i a c 
ais 
Hat ii hs it 
Hie 3 i 


GE 


=f 


nate aes ee Laat 





Ma ie at AE Ht Fa it Hall 
aa el ith an Hee tal diate ea Le 


[Manom 21, 1868. 360 


H Hite 
Le yl i i a 


Hf it 
H Hd 


‘dull on percussion, 

, the gurgling within ; 
jcoarse crepitation, in 

| diffused a J 


SF 


‘affected part, or 


He it 


HY 


ees 


iil ith 3 
ne 








‘i 


iodionmnmennannd 


i 
ie 
2 
5S 
3 
z 


INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 


BY DR. C. J. B, WILLDAMS, 


PULMONARY CONSUMPTION 
AS EXEMPLIFIED IN PRIVATE PRACTICE. 
By CHARLES J. B. WILLIAMS, M.D., F.R:S, 
AND 
CHARLES THEODORE WILLIAMS, M.B. Oxon. the 
ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO THE SAME HOSPITAL. 
PULMONARY CONSUMPTION may be defined to be @ disease 
characterised by the consolidation of ee the 


SPR. cuthe eae 
flammation of the pulmonary textures. In either case the pro- 


more uniform or diffused, wm intnomioienaeme 
gress of the destructive disease is marked 





ON THE NATURE AND TREATMENT 
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The progress of this disease may vary infinitely in time and 

in extent. Tho sneko qutieaive the mieaks ' y the more 

id wi i which goes on in worst cases, un- 

or pause, by the distressing 

train of symptoms, harassing cough, opaque clotty expectora- 

tion, inane shortness of breath, burning fever alternated 

with profuse sweats and chills, rapid loss of flesh and strength 

and colour, sometimes diarrhoea, and aphthous mouth, termi- 
nating in death in a few months. 

But in other cases, and these are by far the most common, 
the destructive lesions are less extensive, and their progress 
is more slow and intermittent, and often seems in great degree 
to depend on occasional attacks from cold or other external 
causes, in the absence of which the disease may be quiescent 
or stationary, and may not destroy life for years. 

Powerless as medicine is in overw ing and rapid 

of the disease, it has yet considerable influence over 

milder forms ; and the succeeding papers will give some 
evidence that under careful treatment life may be ae 
for many years in comfort and usefulness, and in not very few 
cases the disease is so permanently arrested that it may be 
called cured. 

Before proceeding to the detail of cases bearing on these 
points, it will be well to consider _— the pathology of con- 
sumption—that is, the nature of those lesions which constitute 
ita essential character. 


(To be continued.) 
° 








ILLUSTRATIONS 
or 
IMPAIRMENT OF THE POWER OF INTEL- 
LIGENT LANGUAGE, 


IN CONNEXION WITH 


DISEASE OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
By JOHN W. OGLE, M.D., F.R.C.P., 


PHYSICIAN TO 8ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


AttnoveH much has of late been advanced by various 
authors, both English and foreign, which gives support to the 
supposition that the power* of using articulate language is notonly 
more immediately connected with the /e/t cerebral hemisphere, 
but even specially linked to one (comparatively small) portion 
thereof; yet so many exceptional cases have been noted, of 
which the teaching fails to corroborate or even to aid the above 
supposition, that it must be considered, I think, doubtful to 
what extent we are justified in regarding integrity of intelli- 
gent expression as positively and invariably dependent upon 
(or, so to say, synonymous with) integrity of this particular 
locality of the brain. 

I cannot but think it desirable that, for a fuller understand- 
ing of the matter, not only should new observations be made, 
but also that, as much as possible, all cases in which defects 
of language, spoken or written, or other modes or symbols of 
expression, however slight and apparently insignificant,+ 
should be collated, studied, and criticised at greater or less 
length. The recent trial which has occurred in the Probate 
Court (Peacock v. Lowe) shows also how necessary it is that 
we should study this subject with reference to impairment of 
the intellect or other faculties of the mind; and I would suggest 
this study as a special object of attention. With the view, 
therefore, of helping to render the literature of the subjectt 





* I purpose’ 

+ It is of course well known that such defects may be confined to proper 
names only, and may be only occasionally noticeable; or it may concern the 
names of common ts around. and be habitual. and that it may or may 
not coincide with extreme want of memory of (no doubt chiefly contemporary) 
events uf every kind, and, accompanied by rambling incoherent thoughts, may, 
so to say, form part of the expression of a general intellectual incapacity or 
feebleness. I suppose there can be no doubt that, as most authorities on the 
phenomena of the mind determine, thoughts or ideas and words are comple- 
mentary, mutually or reciprocally necessary, and that one cannot exist with- 
out the other; “speech and cogitation being the relative conditions of each 
other’s activity.” 

t Although I do not propose to give anything like a historical sketch of 
the question of so-termed yet it may here be useful to give a brief 
summary of the most important papers which have appeared among us on 


ly abstain from using the term “ faculty” of language. 





more full and complete, I have drawn up the following cases, 
in part from the records of St. George’s Hospital, in part 
from my own practice, and in part from the observations 
by others who have written in connexion with the subject of 
diseases of the nervous system. I have as much as possible 
confined myself to cases in which post-mortem evidence of the 
change undergone by the nervous structures had been ob- 
tained. 


the matter. I will, therefore, epitomise the observations of Sanders, Banks, 
Robertson, and Gairdner. The interesting cases and observations of Dr. 
Hughiings Jackson in the London oy Reports, Tus Lanczt, and else- 
where, are, no doubt, known to the . 

Dr. Sauders’s remarks, read before the Edinburgh Medical and Chirurgical 
Society, comprehend the definition of the term “ cerebral faculty of speech.” 
He e peculiar fi and bination of circumstances which 
constitute this loss of speech, and distinguishes two varieties— 1, the amnesic, 
owing to defective of words, and therefore to some extent a chical 
defect, in which the i ity to write as well as to speak is lost; 

loss is due to lesion of a supposed cerebral apparatus of 
co-ordination for the movements of articulate language: a defect in nervous 
mechanism , power to write being retained. He then passes on to the 
path of aphasia, alluding to the observations of Auburtin and the dissec- 
tions of Broca, which within the last five or six years have renewed the 
interest in the subject, noting the discussion in 1865 in the French Imperial 
Academy of Medicine (see Bulletins de l'Académie), also to Dr. Hughlings 
Jackson’s communications in the London Hospital Reports, vol. i, and to 
Trousseau’s Lectures. He goes into the literature of the question of the 
cerebral seat of the faculty of speech whfth was raised in 1825 by Bouillaud, 
and points out in a very clear manner that there are three periods in 
history of the special opinions relating to it—viz., the lst, in which the 
faculty of speech was localised in the anterior lobes of the brain; the 2nd, in 
which lesion (in cases of loss of speech) was thought to be invariably in the 
left i of the brain; and the 3rd, in which aphasia was thought to 
be dependent on lesion of the posterior third of the external or inferior 
frontal convoiution on the left side (étage surcilies ou frontal inférieur of 
Gratiolet). He briefly alludes to the opinions which have been advanced that 
there is no special lesion known to be connected with a He then 
details a case of amnesic aphasia, in which there was right hemiplegia, 
softening of the external or inferior left frontal convolution as well as soften- 
ing above the posterior extremity of the Sylvian fissure being found; the 
latter he supposes to account for the great loss of memory experienced by 


the ent. 
republished from the Dublin 





pati 
Dr. Banks, in his observations, 
Journal of Medical Science, February, 1865, reviews the literature and pre- 
sent state of our knowledge of the subject; noting the adoption of the 
various terms which have been used to indicate what most agree to term 
aphasia; referring to the various writer- in Enzland on disordered faculty of 
8 h from cerebral disease, as Crichton, Osborne, Graves, Winslow; and 

road, as Bouillaud, Falret who arranges and classifies the various cases 
which present disturbance of languageand memory, and Jaceoud, who 
the affection under five forms, including those depend paralysis of 
the tongue; 2, those caused by absence of co-ordination in the centre of 
motive power; 3, those caused by interruption of voluntary transmission ; 
4, those due to amnesia of words; 5, those due to sluggishness. He quotes 
ne, Dax, and Broca in favour of the 


; again, 
&c., on the other side. iz, 
he saw in consultation with Dr. Kidd, of Dablin, and 
medico-legal point of view of considering the testa- 





pi 
in point whic 


the importance in a 
mentary ty of persons who have had attacks of apoplexy with aphasia, 


or of ap! without apoplexy or paralysis. The question of loss of arti- 
culate language in relation to the menta! capacity of the patient and his 
testamentary will, I would suggest, no doubt, prove the most im- 
portant of all questions connected with that subject. 

. Robertson’s remarks appeared in the Journal of Mental Science for 
January, 1867. After alluding to the conclusions arrived at by some that the 
cases of aphasia which latterly have been piaced on record are evidence that 
the organ of the faculty of articulate language has now been discovered (in 
or near the external frontal convolution of the left hemisphere), the author 
proceeds to relate three cases observed by himself of hemiplegia on the right 
side, in which aphasia occurred. He shows from the analysis of the condition 
of forty non-aphasic hemiplegies that in such cases the faculties of the mind 
generally suffer in a or less degree, the memory, reasoning faculty, 
emotional powers, and will being all involved. He afterwards details the 
views held by certain philologists and metaphysicians on the association of 
thought and lang (Mill, Max Miller, D. Stewart, Schelling, Hegel, 
Des Cartes), who agree in supporting the intimate and 'y union 
thought and language; an Judes that if thought, in the sense of reason- 
ing, is carried on in the minds of aphasiacs, “ words are likewise present at the 
same time ;” therefore the inability to speak is not in most cases 
forgetfulness of words—in other words, not amnesic. Certain cases, however, 
occur in which words are really fo gotten ; but then in these cases the want of 
memory is not confined to is. He enters into a consideration of the anatomy 
and physiology of certain parts of the brain, by which he seeks to explain the 
cases in which the same few common monosy!! are constantly spoken in 
reply to questions. He then alludes to those cases in which words that cannot 
be spoken generally are spoken under the influence of emotion, and he eluci- 
dates this peculiarity by reference to the supposed fact that are many 
distinct sets of fibres for transmission of independant sensations and motor 
impulses, and to the opinion held that the emotions are directly associated with 
sensori-motor lia. He also alludes to those cases in which the 
whilst aphasic, retain the power of expressing their ideas in writing, which 
he attempts to explain. He then passes 
mortem examinations of brains of apha-ic people, observing that right hemi- 

generally accompanies aphusia, and that, with one or two 

, 30 defect in articulate language has been noticed in cases of left 
plegia. Much less certainty, he remarks, exists when we uire in what 
age of the left hemisphere the pathological change is situated. In those cases 
n which no lesion of any. kind was found, he supposes that some obscure 
morbid alteration actually existed. He observes that when morbid structure 
has been noticed, the uilary or conducting substance has always been in- 
volved, and never the grey matter alone. This seems to support the view 
which regards the essential defect as one of , a8 does also the 
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The cases related are of several varieties. They will illus- 
trate imperfection of associated with disease both of 
the left and the right cere hemi as verified by 

examination ; they will also exemplify defects of 

are ene tne of right and left hemiplegia in which no such 

examination took place, and also cases in which after-death 

examination showed that no tangible and visible cerebral 

ep it easier had occurred, or that such lesion was more or 

less general, and by no means limited to any one locality. In 

of the latter t no hemiplegia or other ysis existed. I 

shall not, of course, include cases in which defect in expression 

of ideas was the result of coma, or of chorea, or of drunken- 

ness, &c.; though I shall notice some cases in which it ap- 

peared that the defect was connected with paralysis of the 

e.* In some instances, no doubt, the defect of speech 

was owing to imperfect articulation by reason of paralysis of 
the lips, + or other organs of vocalisation. 

Those cases which illustrate the association between defect 
of language and lesion of the left cerebral hemisphere (that 
association with which the profession has now become most 

familiar) I will postpone until I shall have adduced those 
which are of more rare occurrence, and, therefore, more inter- 


esting. 
I will begin by relating cases in which 
The right side of the brain was the side diseased, and this alone, 
as determined by dissection, or assumed to have been 
8o according to the symptoms. 
Case 1.—Benjamin B——, aged forty-eight, was admitted 


orty 
into St. George's Hospital on the 16th of October, 1861, with 
hemiplegia of the if side, the sensibility of the skin being 





fact that in most cases a loss of motor power (right hemiplegia) existed. He 
opposes Dr. Moxon’s explanation of the t unilateral action of the con- 
dactors for articulation, su ng as he that the educati 
of movgmnte only takes ace on the left side, ee 
te that when there is orrhage or softening 
of the right h of | esrape, possibly 
on account of some Palight an and hitherto unobserved an.tomical Sifferense in the 
vascular arrangements of the two Pagan 2 ate He says: “ It follows that 
there is no necessity for supposing the existene of an organ of lanruage, as a 
= Stee elle pSeenanny Fs bere — athe 
is competent to account for ¥ erto o e 
sufferers fr m aphasia.” 
embodied in a paper read before the Philo- 


Dr. Gairdner’s 
Society of Glasgow, March, 1868, on the Function of Articalate 
Sich tn mje te es dives 

ers at e su 0 o a tonne oe y 

with right | 





+ - 





condi 


; noticing instances in which explosive or interjectional 
oe He shows that we have only very imperfect knowledge of 
the actual state of mind of the aphasic, inasmuch as the destruction of 


cases (espe- 
. Cheyne, on won Partial 
supposed Connexion with Religion, quoted from Dr. 
Beddoes’ Hygeia), which prove that in the simple form < ¥ hasia there is 
not necessarily any immediate diminution of the general in though 
in the majority of cases there is a loss. of general satciligeees. “not only be- 
cause the affe is usually bined with paralysis and with more or less 
pombe to disease of the brain, bat also because I find it difficult or im- 
ible to conceive of a state in which the symbols of thought shall be per- 
—_— lost, and thought itself sustain no injury.” Dr. Gairdner publishes 
aphasia (which was read to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Glas- 
fom, 1968), the patient being the subject of epileptic attacks. After 
h no loca! lesion of the brain was found, but slight granular deposit in 

the smaller vessels of ‘he pia mater. 

I would also draw attention to the paper, containing a series of interest- 
ing cases, by Dr. William Ogio, in vol. ii. of the St. George's Hospital 
Reports, to which I shall allade later on, and to a “ Statement of the Aas 
— ” together with a report of fifty cases, by Dr. Seguin = the Quart 

fournal of Ag jeal Medicine, edited by my friend, Dr. Waemeed 
vol. ii. No. 1 th these communications have appeared since this collec- 
tion of cases was drawn up. 

* There is at present in St. George’s Hospital, under the care of my col- 
league Dr. Wadham, a patient who is left-handed and has hemiplegia on the 
left side, and who cannot express himsce!f by words, but can do so ed writing 
on a slate, and by signs and gestures. He is unable to protrade the tongue, 
and scarcely able to move it within the cavity of the mouth, and, though he eats 
much, swallows very slowly. It seems doubtful to what extent this immo- 
bility of the tongue is connected with the want of spoken language. He is 
convalescent from very serious brain disease, during which, 





entire. He was quite rational, and said that he had had a fit 
the day before. e muscles of the face were unaffected ; but 
the tongue was protruded to the left side. Later on 
and loss of power of sphincters supervened ; and on the 22nd, 
though he had regained some use of the arm, his manner was 
confused, and his articulation lens clear. ‘‘ His manner be- 
came more weak and lachrymose,” and his speech became more 
indistinct, Afterwards he rallied, so as to ask for — 
wanted. Subsequently he became worse, cried a great 
and ‘‘ seemed to lose all power and will.” An ee 
on his hip; and later on he became drowsy, then unconscious, 
and died on the 16th of December. 

After death the dura mater was found thickened, and much 
fleid was found in the lateral ventricles and under the arach- 
noid, The remains of two apoplectic clots were found in the 
right cerebral hemisphere : one, indicated by rusty discolora- 
tion, beneath the am of the corpus striatum, and behind 
its centre, of the size of a horse-bean, and surrounded by 
softened cerebral substance ; the other, anterior and external to 
this, between the corpus striatum and the Sylvian fissure, was 
larger, and also of a rusty colour, the surrounding brain not 
being softened. Examined by the microscope, the smaller 

easels were found to be natural; the larger ones very fatty. 
The large ones at the base of the brain were natural. Nodula- 
tions were found on the surface of one of the lateral ventricles, 
in connexion with which the case was described in the British 
and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, April 1865, p. 305. 


Casr 2.—A woman, aged seventy-nine, complained of pain 
in the right side of the head, with numbness and formication 
of the left arm and |! There was some impediment of speech. 
She became hemiplegic on the left side. 

After death softening of the Tight cerebral hemisphere was 
found. No other organic alteration wasfound. (Quoted from 
Copeman ‘‘ On ee p. 54.) 

Case 3.—A fifty, subject to attacks of 
diness and h Sa Stonded b hes of recollection ate. 
paired speech. The mom Adan 2 became more 
manent, and he had on xysms of pain, at one time 
relieved by arsenic. ania-Live ‘entecks and then epi 
seizures came on, pay ompernectin stupor. He died 
ms apoplectic fit. 

After death a large coagulum of blood was found in the sub- 
stance of the right ere; and the whole arterial ms 
of the brain was found much thickened and “ ossified. 
other morbid appearance in the brain.* (Quoted from aoe 
crombie’s ‘‘ Researches on Disease of Brain,” 1834, p. 242.) 

Case 4 —A gentleman had a blow on the back of the head. 
Several days afterwards he had much pain at the same part, 
where the scalp was tender. Subsequently, along with other 
symptoms, he lost the use of the /e/t side of the — = and 
nearly all the power of speech. He became dro 

After death a large quantity of blood Te on the 

rior surface of the right cerebral hemisphere, which ran 

ween the convolutions ; and much serum was effused 
neath the cerebral and spinal membranes generally. (Quoted 
from Bright’s ‘‘ Reports of Medical Cases,” vol. ii., p. 268.) 

Case 5.—William W——, of short stature, but not of full 
habit, enjoyed good health until the beginning of June, 1829, 
when he frequently lost his sight several times a day, so that 
suddenly, as he walked along the street, he was in total dark 
ness for a few minutes. Towards the end of June he fell down 
unconscious, and had all the symptoms of apoplexy. Having 
been bled and cupped, he recovered his senses the next day; 
but both the arm and leg of the /e/t side were completely para- 
lysed, and his speech affected. Sickness and giddiness 
later on; for which he was again treated—purged, blistered, 
and cupped—with relief. He recovered the use of his limbs 
eventually, and in the middle of September was dismissed, 
having no complaint but a little unsteadiness in his walk. 
(Op. cit., vol. ii., p. 323.) 


Case 6.—A man, aged twenty-five, after headache had 
numbness in the left arm, followed by left hemiplegia, the 








could always express his liking or disliking of things a done to him, or of his 
food, &c. Dr. A. Robertson has that possibly left-handed J -x9 
when aphasic, feos their hemiplegia on the left side, in accordance wi 
Moxon’s theory alluded to in foot-note above. 

+t Not long ago I saw a case of imperfect utterance which was attributed 
to so-called aphasia (a term which I agree with Dr. Jackson in thinking 
that we are much better without, as it indicates a mere 
Sehr ea tone ar en 

a 08s an ty y to falee teeth, which 
be can be no _— that case of mere disability to 

cheng; ontaie ‘o some deficiency in or absence at first 
an observer to suppose that some sssigule of tho chute ot lip cae 





th being drawn to the left, and the tongue protruded to 
the same side. He did not, however, altogether lose conscious- 
ness, ‘but the articulation of sounds was lost.” Delirium 
and erysipelas ¢ of the affected limbt came on, and he died. 








* This case ought possibly to be arranged among those having connexion 
with defect of language ~& genera/ly diseased stute of brake t as the clot 
of blood in the right hemisphere was suebably only formed just before death. 

+ This cee < las is interesting in connexion with the sub- 
ject of the dependence of skin lesions, as also of the absence or ae 


— of itching tendency, &e., u modifications or perversions 
nervation of the surface of the body. . C, Hunter informs me that in 
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After death an abseess, of the size of a chestnut, was found 
in the right half of the tuber annulare, but ing a little 
the median line. (Quoted by Dr. Copeman the 

edical Times, vol. v., p. 60.) 


CasE 7.—A woman, aged thirty-two, fell down in a fit and i 
became 


Her speech soon and she went 
to her work next day. For a week she well; and 
then a second fit occurred, and she again lost her speech. 
Later on weakness in the right arm and leg cameon. She 
died after a convulsive attack. 

After death two clots of blood were found in the right cere- 
bral hemisphere external to the lateral ventricle. (Quoted 
from Dr. Boyd’s Contributions to the Patho of the Brain, 
in the Hdin. Med. and Surg. Journal. Case No. 807.) 


eight, was admitted into | 4ppeared 


ia of the right side of the 

ing. Above one year previously he had 

had a fit of apoplexy, attended with loss of speech and hemi- 

ia on the left side. After admission to the Marylebone 

oo aha he recovered his speech, but was quite childish. Ulti- 

mately convulsions came on. Whilst in the workhouse he was 

in the habit of passing large quantities of urine.* Death oc- 
curred from a second attack of apoplexy. 

On post-mortem examination, in addition to recent extrava- 
sation of blood in all the ventricles &c., an appearance like a 
cieatrix, with -coloured matter in the centre, was found 
beneath the smooth surface of the right corpus striatum and 

ic thalamus. ‘ This appearance was most probably from 
first attack of apoplexy.” At the lower and ay veel 
of the left corpus striatum was a much smaller rusty di 
tion, of the size of a split pea. (Dr. Boyd’s Cases, supra cit., 
No, 794.) 
(To be continued.) 








8. CATARACTOUS DISEASE CURABLE 
WITHOUT OPERATION? 


By JABEZ HOGG, Esq., 


GENIOR ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO THE ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC 
HOSPITAL, BTC. 


Tre treatment of cataract has deservedly occupied the 
attention of men eminent in our profession ; and it has been 
repeatedly stated that, by medical agency alone, some have 
not only arrested the progress of the disease, but effected its 


complete cure. A notable personage of this school was a} j 


Prussian oculist, consulted at one time by high and low, and 
who doubtless practised largely upon the credulity of the 
public. But the latest and most noteworthy writer on the 
subject was a man of the highest eminence in the scientific 
world: I refer to the late Sir David Brewster. This philo- 
sopher, in the year 1836, contributed papers to the Reports of 
the British Association ‘‘On the Theory and Cause of Cata- 
ract;” another paper by the same author, and which in my 
opinion is a most remarkable one, appeared in the “Trans- 
actions of the Royal Society of Edin ” 1865, ‘‘On the 
and Cure of Cataract,” in which he tells us that he 
cured himself of an incipient attack, which for ‘‘some time 
had been the means of causing him annoyance and anxiety.” 
Statements of the cure of the incipient stage of cataract, 
coming from one who deservedly ed so hivh as an autho- 
rity upon all matters os ing to optical science, as well 
as that belonging to the physiology of vision, and whose repu- 
tation as an original investigator is European, should be re- 
ceived with that amount of respect and confidence due to so 
i ed a philosopher. 
T have good reason for believing that from the increase of 
lation and other causes arising outof our civilisation, the 
ormation of cataract is on the increase ; it is, therefore, of as 
much i to be able to arrest the progress of the dis- 
ease, as the aid of the ophthalmoscope to detect it in its 
i a for which chnia was i jected subcutaneously dia- 
Bhs wow ode, but this pa tne hte on the ow am ev 


* | hay now under my care a very interesting case of disease of the upper 
b w, «nd, most likely, of st uctures within the cranium at its 

base, affoctine certain cranial nerves, in which one of the eartiest 
was constant and excessive thirst. Throughout a long illness he has k 
and v..ided enormous quanti'ies of urine, free from albumen or 
this has been one of Pr a eee sy: — I would, 
an yoria in n-disease, to a paper 

arch 10:h, 1861, 





sugar, 
this subject of polydi 
Broekin in the Gaz. Hop., 





to give a brief su 

sary that I should first refer to the paper of Sir David, as it 

yp in the Royal Society of Edin. ‘* Trans.,” and then we 
1 see how it was that his attention became directed to the 

question :—‘‘ Writing from memory,” says Sir David Brewster, 

* about po tame ago I experi an incipient attack of 

cataract, was thereby called to study its and 

cure, While en hess with a friend aT smaeed 

myself at intervals with looking at the streams of light which 

to radiate from the flame of a candle in certain 


tions of the eyelids. O this for a short time I was 
« little surprised to find the fame of the su 


slightly 
separated near its centre, the fissures extending towards the 
in into the laminz.” 
is condition of the lens Sir David believed to be due to 
the ‘‘albuminous fluid, the liquor Morgagni, which so won- 
derfully unites into one body as pure as a 
water the mass of toothed fibres which com the i 


tH 


lens has not a sufficient su 
fibres and lamine in i 


separate, and the lens 
the contrary, the aqueous contains too much water, the 
its the excess to inte the substance, and 

the affection called soft cataract.” 

* Extract from letter, Jan. #th, 1865 —* The cure 
repeated evacuation of the humonr, in the 
secretion being supplied ;. or by injecting water, 

tion to the he ithy aqueous humour; 3) 

roft -ataract, a fluid containing more albumen 
humour, if simple evacuation is not 
the Pulvis salinus composit 


Hil 
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In order, then, to cure the first of these kinds of cataract, 
discharge a portion oe umour, and 


by | ease, I f 


further formation, and prevented it 

incipient stage. Whether de disease in 

manently arrested time alone will reveal. 
I have no intention of occupying — space by 


such 


and many points to be cleared up before the truth can be 
ascertained. The practical bearing of spch valuable experi- 
mental researches as those of Dr. Ri Dr. Mitchell 
of America,* and others, m 

a rational in 
it is to i 














and in which he tells us ‘‘ cures were effected in some, and in 
yy ag ey gl 
Dr. Chas. Reymond, of Paris, has given this a trial in a 
variety of cases, in cataract and other forms of disease, with, 
a large amount of success; and a year or two 
having read a similar statement im one of the 
of a gentleman ising i i 


twenty cases, without any advantage accruing to my patients. 
insteness im which I Ghonatt I bed apeoeded do 
benefiting my patients and ing the of the dis- 
1 was mistaken, for a eat fan Sy 
returned to me in a confirmed cataractous condition, whi 
ing but extraction could be expected to cure. In the 
cases of several individuals at the hospital, I repeated a 
tesis, some twenty or thirty times in most cases, and 
im one, a compositor, thirty-five times, but this ended in com- 
pe 2g nnpeemsan I am unable to refer to a si _— 
as yet appeared to receive permanent t from 
this mode of te ry I admit that the cases selected by 
myself for a trial may not have been so exactly suited for the 
operation as those which fell under the care of Dr. Sperino 
and others. 
The subject, however, is so thoroughly interesting as one of 
ical and scientific inquiry, that it will seriously 
my attention, as it will no doubt also that of others 
essional engagements or scientific pursuits may afford them 
motive and opportunity. 
Bedford-square, March, 1968. 








IODINE AN ANTIDOTE TO STRYCHNINE; 
AND ON 
THE IMPROPRIETY OF PRESCRIBING QUININE OR 
STRYCHNINE IN COMBINATION WITH 
TINCTURE OF LODINE. 


HENRY WM. FULLER, M.D. 


SENIOR PHYSICIAN TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


By 


Iw the course of my practice it has often occurred to me to 
prescribe a mixture containing quinine or strychnine, together 
with tincture of iodine. No chemist to whom I have spoken 
on the subject has been aware of any incongruity in the mix- 
ture, and few have reported any difficulty in dispensing it. 
Last summer, however, Messrs. T winberrow called my atten- 
tion to the fact that it is impossib.e to dispense a mixture con- 

“= ete well timstene aff toll con ont dint 

of an insoluble iodide of quinine, which is precipi- 
ing to the degree of concentration of the mix- 
sequence in which the i ients are 


of . 
liquor strychniw, two drachms of dilate h 
and two drachms of tinctura iodi. Mr. Young, the chemist 


of Ball's- -road, to whom the prescription was sent, ob- 
served that a dark flaky precipitate was formed on the addition 
tincture of iodine, and wrote to me, saying: “In what- 
over soquanes Ghe tngrodiowta are mincl, 1 fad thet the whale 
the strychnine is precipitated by the tinctura iodi ; indeed, 
i eS 
id drachms of tinctura iodi are capable of decomposing 
of the liquor strychniw, producing an in- 

of iodine and strychnine.” 
With a view to test the accuracy of this statement I have 
r. Young's experiment, and I find it in every re- 
strictly correct. If one drachm of tinctura iodi is added 
a solution of three drachms of liquor strychnie in four 
ounces of water, the mixture colourless and 
enter tee dheey a poten tne adit © dee yg 
ipi iodide of chnia takes place. i- 
of iodide of Seaiadhanh ave Senge quantity 22 Seth, will 

serve to prevent the itation. 

it i i a mixture in 


ipi occurs must be almost valueless. The 


loses the benefit of the quinine or strychnine, 
also, It is not unreasonable, 


not 











I NS 


— 
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lay down as a rule, that tincture of iodine ought not to be pre- 
scribed in a mixture containing either of the above-named 
alkaloids, Probably a similar reaction would take place with 
other alkaloids, but of these I have no experience. 

Another question of practical importance arises out of this 
observation: May not a dilute solution of iodine be advan- 
given as an antidote in cases of poisoning by strych- 
nine? Neither in Dr. Taylor's work on Poisons, nor in any 
other work which I have had the opportunity of consulting, 
do I find the slightest reference to iodine as an antidote to 
strychnine; but if a drachm of the tincture of iodine of the 

ia suffices to precipitate and render insoluble no 
less than a grain and a half of strychnine (three drachms of 
the ad strychnix), it is difficult to resist the conclusion 
that, if cautiously administered, iodine may prove a valuable 
and efficient remedy in cases of poisoning by strychnine. 

Manchester-square, March, 1868. 








GUNSHOT WOUND IN THE HEAD. 


INJURY TO BRAIN WITHOUT SEVERE SYMPTOMS; 
RECOVERY. 


By F. J. GRAY, Ese. 


On November 18th I was called to J. W——, aged twenty- 
one, who had been accidentally shot by a bullet from a re- 
volver. On examination, I found that the bullet had entered 
an inch above the lobe of the left ear, from before upwards 
and backwards ; blood was oozing from the wound and ear ; 
he was very faint, but not totally insensible. I enlarged the 
opening, and found part of the bullet (which I extracted) 
wedged in the hole of the bone; it appeared cut off by the 
edge of the bone. I also extracted six pieces of bone which 
were in the skull, and passed the probe in search of the other 
portion of bullet. The probe appeared by its own weight to go 
two inches into the brain, and also two inches under the skull 
backwards. I considered. with Messrs. Taunton and Balderon, 
surgeons, who were with me, that the symptoms did not 
warrant my further searching for the remaining portion of 
bone. When extracting a small piece of bone, a gush of dark 
grumous blood came, evidently from rupture of the lateral 
sinus. His pupils acted but sluggishly. I applied wet lint to 
the wound, ee igation, and afterwards ice-bags to his head. He 
slept for several hours, and when roused he was ip. a semi- 
conscious state. Had great difficulty to swallow a teaspoonful 
of water; but shortly afterwards was very sick, vomiting his 
supper, which he had had just before the accident. During 
the vomiting a gush of blood came from the skull. His 
feet being cold, hot bricks were applied; no is. 
Twelve hours after the accident he had much recovered esa 
the semi-conscious state, and was able to swallow; had a little 
milk and water. Passed the catheter ; drew off a pint of urine. 
Gave three grains of calomel, and a saline draught an hour 
afterwards, which he vomited, when another h of blood 
came from the skull. Gave him a mixture of sulphate of mag- 
nesia, nitrate of potash, tartar emetic, and tincture of hyoscy- 
amus, every four hours. His pulse was feeble, and intermit- 
ting between 60 and 67. He took with difficulty a few tea- 

Is of milk and water. The wound having begun to 
heal, I broke up the adhesions, gave him three grains of calo- 
mel, and ordered saline draught in the morning. 

Noy. 20th.—Had a comfortable night ; bowels not open ; 
vomited saline draught. Gave him five grains of calomel, half 
a grain of jalap, afterwards two drops of croton oil; bowels 
o Opened the wound, and applied oiled silk. 

21st.—Much improved ; good mght; not so drowsy; pulse 
quiet and regular; sat on the edge of the bed contrary to 
orders, and passed a large quantity of urine. Diet: milkand 
water, blancmange, and weak broth. Mixture continued ; 
linseed-meal poultice to the wound. 

22nd.—Doing well ; bowels not open. 

23rd.—Complained of heat in the head ; tongue yellow, and 
rather brown in the centre ; bowels not open ; bowels not been 
opened for several days (having been wrongly informed the 
day before). Gave him calomel and saline draught ; thetongue 
being more brown and dry, and pulse feeble, I stopped the tinc- 
ture of antimony, and substituted ammonia. In the evening, 
the bowels not having been opened, an enema was given, after 


which a large quantity of offensive feces came away, which 
relieved him very much. Beef-tea, broth, and jelly being 
given, the e gradually became moist and clean. 

better ; no oe or giddiness 
when out on stool, to which 

Dec. 1st.—Much better; has 
the week ; has sat up in easy chair several times; walk 
Fp to the cab to go home. 

—No ill effects from journey home; wound gradually 
granulating up; dressed with calamine ointment. 
12th.—Wound healed up ; goes out for a walk. 

Jan. 15th, 1868.—Has gone to work, re tice 
to an iron moulder and fitter, and resumed hi wea 2 
member of the band, and plays a brass instrument (of course, 
contrary to my advice). 

The case, being a serious one, has gone on from first to last 
well, although he has been a most obstinate patient, and would 
on indiscreet things contrary to my orders, but apparently 
with impunity. 

By the probe going direct into the brain with its own 
weight, my impression is that the remaining part of the bullet 
has gone into the brain-substance, although no severe p> 
toms have arisen, or has he ever complained of head or 

iddiness. I cannot help thinking, however, that he will suffer 

m these symptoms. 

Rugeley, March, 1968. 





ON A CASE OF TRIPLETS. 
By ALEXANDER CRICHTON, L.R.C.P., &c. 


As cases of triplets are extremely rare, they generally excite 
a certain amount of interest amongst professional men. The 
following notes of a case which occurred to me the other day 
may, perhaps, be worthy of a place in Tue Lancer. 

On the 18th February, a young woman, Margaret C——, aged 
twenty-five, called on me oer complained of pain in the back 
and down the limbs. As she had not been able to sleep from 
it for a few nights, I gave her a dose of tincture of opium, and 

ised to call next day, which I did, and fo the pain 
abated. She told me she was in the family way, and, judging 
from her appearance, [ concluded she was at her full time, as 
the distension of the abdomen extended tothe sternum. She, 
however, told me that she was not more than five months, 
and this, together with the extreme distension and tensity of 
the abdomen, led me to ao something abnormal; nor was I 
mistaken, for about six o’clock on the morning of the 22nd, I 
was rung up to see this pa I got there about half an hour 
afterwards, and found her sitting in bed, and between the 
legs lay a dead foetus of five months. I tied the cord and re- 
moved the child, and, after waiting a time, I found the 
abdomen still very much distended, the —— firm, and ~d 
hemorrhage. As no pains were recurring, I left a 
send for = if anything should occur, and, acctelinay, Getah 
ten o’clock, I was again sent for. I returned and found the 
pains coming on larly, and, finding symptoms of convul- 
sions, I sent for Mr. Brown, with whose valuable assistance 
the labour was got over. The membranes ruptured about a 
quarter past ten, and the second child was born at half- 
ten. After tying the cord, &c., and waiting a little time, 
finding that there was still another child, a dose of extract of 
ergot was given, and about twelve o’clock the next child was 
born enveloped in the membranes. Some difficulty was expe- 
rienced in the birth of the last child on account of the placenta 
of the former children being impacted between the head of the 
child and the symphysis pubis ; but when this was overcome 
the placenta came away and the labour was over. There was 
very little hemorrhage during the labour. Since the delivery 
she has had a slight attack of puerperal fever; but under the 
use of calomel and opium it entirely subsided, and the 
patient is now well. I may add that the children were all 
females. 

Mortlake, March 11th, 1868. 








Norra or Encianp Osstetricat Socrery.— The 
annual meeting of this Society was held on the 11th ult. at 
the College of Medicine, peat mers Se, when the follow- 


ing officers were elected :—President Charles Gibson. 
Vice-presidents : Dr. Canney, Mr. T. C. Nesham, Mr. Russell, 
eand Mir. Pyle. Committee: Drs. , Denham, May, 





Banning, 
Messrs. Hope, Angus, and Ridley. Honorary Secretary : Dr. 
Ellis, Elswick West-terrace, Newcastle. 
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OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi et morborum 
e! dissectionum Sn nna enw tee ee eee es 
se comparare.—Moze@aest De Sed. et Caus. Mord., lib. iv. Proemium, 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 
CASES OF LACERATION OF THE URETHRA. 
(Under the care of Mr. Brrxetrt.) 


Tue following cases are good illustrations of a most serious 
injury affecting the excretory duct of the urinary and genital 
organs of the male, their treatment, and results. They show 
how the deep-seated structures are torn and lacerated without 
the integument of the perineum being wounded, and that the 
extravasated blood poured out from the ruptured vessels forms 
a plug to prevent the escape of urine which would otherwise 
occur when the urethra is completely divided. The surgeon 
is generally able to pass a flexible catheter into the bladder by 
keeping its point gently pressed against the roof of the ure- 
thra, except in those cases (as Case 3) in which the ends of 
the urethra are widely apart. But it becomes absolutely 
necessary to remove this instrument after a few days, and 
then it sometimes that another cannot be 


received the injury. The 


Case 1.—A healthy boy, twelve years old, fell across the 
leg of a stool the day before admission into the hospital. The 
integuments of the peri lacerated. He was 





neum ing in contact with the sharp edge of the stave. 
He pessed bined fam tho ercthen uarter of an hour after 
the accident, and continued to do so for a short time. Soon 
Ss Mr. opting poe —- flexible 
ey ee its point well against of the 
sre cod eve Se, Conde Soloman, on the gee abe 
ecchymosis of scrotum i on i i 
sharply limited to the femoro-perineal fold; on the it ex- 
tended a litle on tothe thigh, with an a 
man was the very type of a vigorous, = ividual, in 
the enj it of active ve 

fixed in the bladder. On the fourth day fi 
ecchymosis had considerably 


catheter was 
y from the injury, the 
, the urine passed 


The catheter was removed the next day, as the urine 
— through the wound. On the fourteenth day the wound 
ooked healthy, and was healing. On the eighteenth day after 
the injury nearly all the urine passed the urethra; in 
a few days the perineal wound healed ectly, and he left 
the hospital fifty-two days after receiving the injury, passing 
urine in a good stream, h the natural channel. 

Case 3.—A healthy labouring man, thirty-eight years old, 
fell from a height of nine feet, astrid ——— edge of a 
pt ee ee ee perineal region with unbreken 
‘orce. He was admitted twenty-two hours after the injury, 
no surgical treatment having been asked for, The scrotum 
and perineum were distended with blood. A catheter could 
not . The bladder was distended, distinctly felt 
above the pubes. There was not even a scratch on the 
perineum. sata made an incision the ha of 
the perineum, removing a large quantity of coagula, found 
the ends of the urethen, wedely by bulb => 
co spongiosum, together with anterior division e 
soales for half an inch, were torn away from the corpus 
cavernosum. The right crus penis was laid bare, as if dissected, 
and was slightly separated from the ramus ischii. There was 

i of the connective tissue between the 


extremely uring 
the perineum ye he healthy and slowly healed. Be- 
fore the wound diminished many attempts were made to 
introduce a catheter, but without success. He left the hospital, 
passing urine through a fistulous opening in the perineum, 
ninety-two days after the injury. 
Cask 4.—An unhealthy-looking journeyman butcher, thirty- 
i old, the day we alae fell, whilst walking, 
is right leg slipped through a coal-shoot, the cover of 
i i is perineal region came viol i 
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twenty-first day all the s by wey of p 1S both local and 
constitutional, were clearly on the twenty-fifth 
day after the injury he died. 
Phos Me was sloughing of the perineal wound, the 
penis, and scrotum. Both pleura were covered with | 
w lymph. = fies dine agp ym pysmic abscesses in 
various stages, an and trachea contained pus ; 
oe last was pede oan an adherent layer. The internal iliac 
» soft, and a layer of 
pus lined their inner membrane. The pelvie veins were white 
and thick from purulent imation, and some had pus-like 


eee. 


at the lower end of this kidney. Left kidney 
Suppuration around the prostate extending to the 
The urethra had been torn across just above the 
corpus spongiosum. 





ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. 
FRACTURE OF PELVIS, TIBLZ, AND FIBULA ; LACERATION 
OF BLADDER; DOUBLE AMPUTATION; DBATH. 
(Under the care of Mr. Norton.) 


On Feb, 27th Mr. Norton amputated both lower extremities 
at the knee-joint in a case of double compound comminuted 
fracture of tibia and fibula from a railway accident. The man 
survived the shock of the operation and seemed in good 
spirits, and the pulse remained about 112 throughout the day. 
Towards evening, as the patient was unable to void his urine 
and complained of much pain in the bladder, a catheter was 
passed by Mr. Marshall, the house-surgeon, and a quantity of 
blood was found to be contained in the urine, but not mixed 
with it, Pain was of a severe character, 
the pelvic bones ; A syry = therefore hee pec 
fracture me ‘with laceration of ibe ae the . The following 

was tym abdominal 
wong hel and leeches Paver one he a 

The patient died after thirty-six hours, and at the post- 
mortem the flaps looked healthy and were doing well, but it 
was found that both innominate bones were di from 

serterehel 1 the te ney ; 


a vocal Sof wate mf weg enya oe 
and much inflamed. Peritonitis was becoming general, though 


not atant 

been struck by an engine on the side of 
tin pails cod Lchdinee bad Welng beubed sonedh wee eaves 
with both legs upon the line. With such severe complications, 
it is that He shock was not sufficient 
an internal in , an already mentioned, was not appa- 
Seutly tnoreanod 24 tho time by the doulie amputation, 


Provincial Bospital Reports. 
HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN, NEWCASTLE- 
ON-TYNE. 

HYDROCEPHALUS FROM A CYST IN THE CEREBELLUM PRESSING 
ON THE VEINS OF GALEN, AND CAUSING CONGESTION OF 
THE CHOROID PLEXUSES, WITH DROPSY OF THE VEN- 


TRICLES; REOPENING OF THE FONTANELLES AND SUTURES 
BY FORCIBLE SEPARATION OF THE CRANIAL BONES. 


(Under the care of Dr. Murray.) 

Ir was pointed out long ago by Dr. Whytt, that when a 
tumour présses upon tlie veins of Galen, hydrocephalus, or 
dropsy within the cranial cavity, is produced by the same me- 
chanism as ascites in cases of scirrhus of the liver, &c.* The 
following is a very interesting example of hydrocephalus from 
this cause, for the notes of which we are indebted to Mr. John 
Hope. It is not common for separation of the the bones to occur 


Chronic Hydrocephalus,” by Dr. Ramskill. Reynolds's 











* See article “ 
System ef Medicines, vol. ii, 


under these circumstances to the extent which happened in 
this case. 

G. S——, aged seven was brought to the hospital 
| about two years ago, suffering from occasional epileptiform 
| seizures, followed by vomiting and great prostration of strength. 
| The boy’ had a lively, intelligent appearance, was well nourished, 
and free from all constitutional ailments. He complained of 

n over the occiput, and a feeling of dizziness when walking. 
Phe head was at this time of a good form, and the features 
were quite regular. There was no affection vot any of the special 
senses, and the motor power of the extremities was perfect. 
In the course of a few months the fits began to increase in fre- 
quency and severity, and were always accompanied by vomit- 
ing. His expression now became slightly vacant, and a slight 
tottering was observed in his gait. About this time he became 
an in-patient of the hospital, and was seen by the nurse to 
fall off his bed from time t to time. Whenever the falling was 
frequent his gait became more markedly affected, and a ten- 
dency to shuffle round deviated his course in walking from the 
straight line in a curvilinear direction. The symptoms con- 
tinued as above for two months. He was then sent home, and 
returned to the hospital a year By this time his gait 
was extremely irreg va and he often entirely failed to walk 
at all. The vapling and fits were not so frequent, but the 
occipital pain had increased with great severity. He would 
sometimes Pilie in a state of unconsciousness for some hours, the 
face being blanched and without expression ; at other times 
severe over the right tem region was added to his 
sufferings. When qpoken to he always answered with a hearty 
smile, and he unable to control a strong 
Daring’ th to laugh. The sight and cm were still perfect. 

the last nine months of his life some remarkable 

> tock place. First, the enlargement of the head, then 

ness, also, lastly, the full develop ment of hydrocephalus. 

While an in nate hospital he a bast flesh and strength, 
|, ae case presen gee tee of recovery, he was 
sent home, where Mr. Hope watched him carefully for 
ing "this period the poor boy became com- 

lost all power over his lower Timbe and the 

he most remarkable change occurred in the 

although most sadieet union of all 

to the commencement of 





Hie 


pte his intellectual ctl faci ny enjoyed good spirits, 


1467, he tied. Duy happy smile. On June 
: ~itiied 3 


part of his illness, the 
occurred 
oe these were always 


Netiont atteakl of somnitine 
ed by pain in the 
bead, and f owed by dnestiiisnalees for 6 fow Lente, Sl 
often left him for a "tne days ; generally, however, he slept 


Post-mortem examination. — Before opening the body, Dr. 
Murray the opinion that this was a case of cyst in 
the cere’ i Ss pe vielen & olen, and etnsing 
dropey of the ventricles This proved to be true. On 

ing the head the brain was found enormously distended, from 

an ceonenthelice of bald te the tntoad eae” Ge On epening 
the ventricles, the septum lucidum was found to be destroyed, 
the fornix enlarged, and the choroid plexuses turgid with 
blood. The vessels of these formed a very large vas- 

tettigh, tates times te Lobeeal dies This became more 

pproached the commencement of the veins of 

Galen. The floor of the third ventricle was also distended, 

and pressed seriously on the optic tract and commissure. On 
the the cerebellum was found 





uctuated, i 
dently surrounded by a firm wall of brain-substance. On ent- 
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ting into the cerebellum, a cyst containing an ounce of finid 
was found, occtipying its left and central lobe. The elevated 
part of the cyst considerably on the tentorium, so as to 
encroach upon the space neually occupied by the under-surface 
of the posterior lobe of the cerebrum. The effect of sure 
on this situation was to obstruct the flow of blovd in the veits 
of Galen, 80 as to uce seriots congestion of those parts of 
the brain from which they derive their current of blood. As 
a result of this, serous effusion from the choroid plexuses and 
dropsy of the ventricle had ensued. 

Dr. Murray remarks that in the case-books of University 
College Hospital will be found the history of a case somewhat 
similar to this. It occurred in the practice of Drs. Jenner and 
Parkes, dhd presented, amongst other symptoms, occasional 
failare of the power of standing, loss of sexual desire, lete 
blindness, partial loss of hearing, taste, and smell, with pain in 
the head. On post-mortem examination, a cyst was found in the 
cerebellum pressing on the veins of Galen, dropsy of the third 
ventricle, and pressure by the distended ventricle upon variots 
important nerves. In both cases the cyst was unilocular, 
without any traces of ecliinococci, and the cyst-wall was 
closely adherent to the condensed brain-substance around it. 
The point of difference in these cases was this, that in the 
University College case there was but slight distension of the 
lateral ventricles, and extreme distension of the third ven- 
tricle; while in the present instance the lateral ventricles 
were the most expanded. The explanation of this difference 
is to be found in the ages of the patients. Distension of the 
third ventricle gecurred in a middle-aged woman, in whom 
the union of the cranial bones was complete enough to resist 
extremé enlargement of the lateral ventricles ; while, in the 
boy, the distension of the lateral ventricles was permitted by 
the yielding of the recently closed cranial sutures. 
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Trvespay, Manon lr, 1868, 
Mr. Samvet Souty, F.R.S., Present. 


A CASE OF EXCISION OF THE WRIST BY LISTER’S METHOD. 
BY J, W. HULKE, F.R.S, 
Tae author briefly points out the differences of Lister's 
method of exci the wrist from the common methods 
incision, or by a single cut across the back of the joint, 
and then narrates a case where he successfully employed it. 


patient, a groom, 
months’ duration. Af 


radius and ulna, as also those of the metacarpal bones, by Lis- 
ter’s method, and the patient recovered such a useful hand 
that he became coachman toa nobleman, and drove a brougham 
in town, 
ON EXCISION OF THE WRIST-JOINT. 
BY JAMES F. WEST, F.R.C.S., 
SURGEON TO THE QUEEN'S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM, 


with a view to 
In the first and thi 





for about an inch above the joint, was alone removed. The 
patient recovered in each case with a hand having consider- 
able strength and mobility, after a variable period of time, ex- 
tending from three months to two years. 

Sir W. Ferevsson said he was much gratified that these 
papers had been so well received, as it indicated that the re- 
section of joints was cotuing into favour. These operations 
had now almost reached their utmost development, as almost 
évery joint had been now resected. Excision of the wrist had 
given much thought, and had seemed to him almost less 

i than that of any other joint. Still Mr. Hulke’s case 
showed how admirable the result might be. One thing of 
value had to be noticed in both Neither gentleman 
dealt with the joint impatiently ; neither jumped to conclu- 
sions when the sinuses did not heal, but each sought for the 
root of the mischief in further disease of the bone ; he did not 
rashly amputate, but removed the diseased stractures, and 
the wound healed. Thirteen months was spoken of as a period 
to be waited; he might say that three times that term was 
not too much. As to the operation, he thought he might 
claim the priority of its performance in London ; and he de- 
cidedly preferred the radial and ulnat incisions. He avoided 
cutting the tendons ; and if in certain cases he made an in- 
cision on the back of the wrist, he carefully cut between them. 
He was anxious for information as to results even in cases 
where the tendons had been cut across. He would also re- 
mark that surgery, like history, sated itself. ‘Thirty years 
ago, Sir Philip Crampton brought forward the handwriting of 
a soldier after resection of the elbow as a proof of the great 
success of the operation ; and here we had Mr. West doing the 
very same thing after excision of the wrist. 

Mr. Hexry Ler said that allusion had been made to Mr. 
Holmes’s opinions as to the value of this operation ; and as his 
colleague was absent, he thought himself bound to state that 
since the appearance of Lister’s paper they had been greatly 
modified. He himself had removed the joint by a transverse 
incision; and the result was satisfactory, as the patient pos- 
sessed both extension and flexion. He thought that after the 
bones were removed, the extremities were perhaps kept too 
far apart. 

Mr. Btrkett was indebted for the papers, but thought we 
probably wanted to know more about unsuccessful cases, He 
would therefore set the example. The practice at Guy's was 
to remove all dead bone, which they were sure to reach by 
following the sinuses. In one case narrated there was said to 
be great difficulty in removing the carious bone: he had not 
found it thus, as the bones had probably been further gone. 
His case was 4 complete failure, perhaps from the age of the 
so The constitution was not strong enough, and they 

to amputate. 


Mr. CALLenpeR said that whilst it was the desire of every 
surgeon to do his best for his patietits, he must be influenced 
by age and constitution. St lomew's was situated in 
the middle of a lange printing district, so that many patients 
were brouglit in with injuries to their hands. The boys re- 
covered wonderfully ; but, on the other hand, he thought that 
compound dislocation of the wrist in advanced life was a most 
formidable injury. The surroundings must all be considered 
as success probably depended on careful selection. He would 
remark with regard to Lister’s operation, that it required great 
care in details. 

Mr. Hvucxe and Mr. West replied. 

At the conclusion of the meeting Mr. J. D. Hitt exhibited 
a patient on whom excision of the elbow-joint bad been suc- 
cessfully performed, for a compound fracture of the olecranon 
process of the ulna and transverse fracture of the patella. 


Torspar, Fer. 257rn, 1868. 


ON THE STATE OF THE OPTIC NERVES AND RETIN” AS SEEN 
IN THE INSAN®. 
BY T, CLIFFORD ALLBUTT, M.A., M.B. CANTAB., F.L.8., ETC., 
PHYSICIAN TO THB LERDS GEXERAL INFIRMARY, BTC. 

The author stated that he was first led to examine the eye 
in that form of insanity known as 
is. He did so in the chance of finding disease 
in the vessels of the retina that which is described 
isting i bloodvessels of the brain in that disease. 
This was not the case; but another change—viz., atrophy of 
optic nerve—was constantly found. The cases were taken 
iefly from those in the West Riding Asylum at Waketield ; 
taken from the North and East Riding Asylum 
author ex pressed his warm thanks 
the Waketield Asylum, and also to 
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lum, for their kind interest and 
214 cases were examined, 

(a) General Paralysis. — Dr. Allbutt examined 53 cases. 
In 41 of these cases t disease of the optic nerve was 
found, 7 are marked as peters) and 5 were normal, He 
eval the following conclusions from his schedules :—1. That 

of the optic disc takes place in nearly every case of 
et ysis, and is ee accompanied by atrophy 
oor nerves. 2. That it is not to be distinctly seen 
until the end of the first stage, as it slowly travels down from 
the optic centres. 3. That it begins as a pink suffusion of the 
nerve, without much stasis or exudation, and ends as simple 
white atrophy. The author likened this process to the so- 
called ‘‘red-and-white softening” in the brain. 4, That the 
atrophy of the nerve is not in constant proportion to the ataxy 
of the muscles of the orbit. 5. That it is in ee Se 
state of the pupil, which is contracted during the early stages, 
and dilated in the pase atrophic stage. 6. t as the symp- 
tom is not a very early one, it probably has not much dia- 
gnostic value: its rl significance is probably con- 
siderable. 

(6) Mania.—Of this disease the author brought forward 51 
cases. In 25 cases symptomatic were found with the 
ophthalmoscope ; 13 cases were noted as doubtful; and 13 
were either healthy, or presented non- symptomatic lesions, 
such as glaucoma &c. He made the following propositions :— 
1. That the ophthalmoscope reveals symptomatic changes in 

a large number of cases of mania. 2. That these are most 
commen where other symptoms of organic disease exist, and 
seem not unfrequently to d upon meningitis. 3. That 
after a paroxysm of mania, there remains a paralysis of the 
bloodvessels in and about the discs, causing obvious hyper- 
emia. 4, That during the paroxysm there is, perhaps, a 
spasm of these vessels, as suggested by one case. os That the 
Psa pe ¢ are those of stasis, of consecutive atrophy, 
of simple atrophy, or of a mixed character 

(c) —Out of 38 cases, the author found marked 
disease of the optic nerves or retina in 23, he recorded 6 as 
doubtful, and 9 were healthy. Many of "these cases were 
known to depend upon organic disease, and, like those of 
mania, were chosen for their severity. In simple acute de- 
mentia, however profound, if eae a of organic disease, 
the author thinks no optic changes tak 

(d, e) Melancholia and Monomania a tabled together for 
pig ey ed 17 cases, y ded only was found oo of the 
eye. Few ese cases upon organic Anemia 
of the — oy ee oy found, however, melancholia. 

) Insan upon ao —Forty-three cases 
PL, & ih discon of the tae diee ee retina was 
found, 9 were doubtful, and 19 hound no change. Simple 
epilepsy a not ey. followed by disease of the optic 
nerve, most of the cases presen optic on organic 
disease was known to exist from ack ; +g 

(g) Idiocy.—The author had previous! 


Dr. Christie, of the York 
aid in his observations. 


amaurosis | 
in idiots. He examined, therefore, 12 » Foam and he found 


marked atrophy of the discs in the large n of 5, 
1 was changing ot a ina, Sho hoe peepection 


whether this ‘atrophy pag a Bo be found to depend upon = 
in infancy 

a oe President, Dr. Tuke, Dr. 2 ee and Mr. Carter took 

part in the discussion, the latter gentleman corroborating Dr. 

Allbutt’s views. 


AN ACCOUNT OF A CASE OF ARABIAN ELEPHANTIASIS, SUC- 
CESSFULLY TREATED BY COMPRESSION OF THE FEMORAL 
ARTERY, AND THE APPLICATION OF THE STARCHED AND 
SIMPLE BANDAGE. 

BY JOHN COCKLE, M.D., 
AND 
JOHN DANIEL HILL, ¥.R.C.8., 
SURGEON TO THE ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL, 


The patient, H. C——, aged forty-two, by occupation a 
| ise oe without issue, was a native of tta. 

ring the last fourteen years the limb had been gradually en- 
larging. She has had several attacks of ague and fever. On her 
admission in A last the general health was good; but 
locally, besides enlargement of the limb, the veins were 
in places tortuous and dilated, and induration existed in 
the situation of the femoral vein and glands below Poupart’s 
ligament. When the sketch was taken by the artist, on 
admission, the girth of the calf was 24 ioken After about 
one week’s rest in bed, and before ~ actual commence- 
ment of compression, the authors found a. a 
be 224 inches. The femoral 





Scarpa’s triangle, by means of the horse-shoe tourniquet (at 
first for a short time, one Con eines ), but never to the 
extent of completely arresting the on through the 
artery. Simultaneously with compression, the limb was, at 
first encased in a starched bandage ; later, three simple rollers 
were used. The reduction of size of the limb, when the com- 
pression permanent, roceeded near ly as rapidly as in cases 
Fr vwiich thefeuste teask’ hed been tied. It is now (Jan. 7th) 
nearly that of its fellow. 

The Prestpent asked if there were any indications of a de- 
posit of fibrinous matter in the intestine. 

Mr. Cooper remarked that such cases were far from common; 
he had seen two—one in a woman much like this, with the 
ry cant sf. by ichthyosis and ulcerated, but whom he had 

e other was in a 8 itic male of irregular 
babies ony legs were enlarged had deep wounds, with 
extensive necrosis of the tibia. 

Dr. C. T. Ricuarpson stated that when, some 
he had tasimilar case before the Society, br. "Webb, 
who had been in India, said that he had seen much of the 
ease in Bengal, and that he balioved is tobe partly of melacions 
and partly of eeu as origin. 

Mr. Hit, in reply, stated that there was nothing peculiar 
about the bowels, and no history of syphilis, but there was 
evidence of the veins having been obliterated. 
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Mr. Bruce read a report for lew! —_— Growths Com- 
mittee on Dr. Church’s sup of Glioma in the Brain. 


— was apparently nothing more mart the remains of blood- 


Mr. Moore presented a report for the Morbid Growths 
Committee on Dr. Ogle’s case of Cancer of the Mediastinum. 


There was no ce of th structure in the growth, 
but most saetellle it eiinied in tin Gand 


The PRESIDENT communicated, for 6 professor Hallier of 


to Contagious Diseases. 

Mr. Tuomas Taytor exhibited a Xanthic Oxide Calculus, 
a he had —— and identified in the Museum of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

Mr. CuristopHer Heata showed a Recurrent Tumour of 
the Face taken from a man aged thirty-four, who, when seven- 
teen years old, in 1851, discovered a pi on the right side 
of his nose, which was operated on . Le Gros in 
June, 1852. It roy Mh and the ss ene eal a second 
operation in 1857 Mr. Partridge, of an 
osteo-cartilaginous character. In 1865 an’ abou formed, 
which was opened. Mr. Heath saw him eighteen months ago. 
jane AE cnr die» The tumour, which had 
grown considerably and was tolerably hard, appeared in the 
mouth, and completely blocked up both nostrils ; there was a 

rojection through the nasal bone, and the frontal sinus was 
Jistended by the mass. He enucleated and broke down the 
tumour, brought it away Fes poston and applied chloride of 
zine paste to the parts. was convalescent from 
the op wien he went ou got rye of the face, 
and with symptoms of pyemia in ten days. The tumour 

to be covered with a thin section of bone. It was 
+ das Mnsens exbios ppagurctions '9 sinaietasioy oie 
Mr. Moore preparations of a case ; also, a 
_ Wright taken during life. The "tumour 
continu for about seven years after an injury 
which was su to have broken the nose, and which was 
followed by blood and other discharge. 

Mr. Hvutxe had seen Mr. Watson’s case, and believed it to 
be different from the two specimens now exhibited. 

After some conversation, both cases were referred to the 
Morbid Growths Committee. 

Mr. Brooke showed a Compound Comminuted Fracture of 
the Tibia from a male patient, which had apparently united 
well; but the patient unfortunately rested on his _— and 
the fragments gave way, resulting in inflammation. His leg 
was amputated. 

Dr. Pgacock exhibited two cases of Heart-Disease : one of 
extensive Disease of the Aortic Valve. Dr. Peacock remarked 
Seago 0 SennsNds with us auntonaes castle URMMEE euae te 
large a ventricle with so extensive aortic disease ; and he be- 
lieved the valvular mischief to have been 
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Dr. MILLIGAN showed specimens of Amyloid Matter in iso- 
ted 


masses. 
Mr. Henry Reeves exhibited for Dr. CayLEY a specimen 
of Cirrhosis of the Liver, taken from a female t who had 
with vomiting 


very 
habits. death, the liver was found small, the cells 
shrivelled, but little or no increase of of the fibrous tissue. 
Mr. Tuos. Surrx exhibited a Femur which had been affected 
Acute Necrosis, taken from a girl thirteen. She 
joint was healthy, the knee-joint 
ies of the thigh separated from the 


specimens of Resection of the 

-joi ert for cares of the femur the second fri | wa 
intervals: the first for caries of the femur ; the second for im- 
third for necrosis. All the patients 


Mr. Jouw Woop showed a portion of the Bowel from a 
woman on whom he had operated for S' Umbilical 
Hernia. Ulceration had afterwards taken into the peri- 


Bat aubmequenty at int os 

with pain and sw ing of the joint, The ap- 

peared to present two conditions—viz., destructive caries of 

the femur, and a condition ress fp epee 
arthritis of the tihia. 





= of a woman 
that four years 

in the right ilies region, 
bulk was its 
upon the bladder ané 


nN: -three. The hi ven was 
first observed a swelling ee thought 
and it had gradually enlarged. 


source of annoyance, from 
i principal sur rectum, as also on the iliac per yi 


her | «edema of both legs. She had been able to get about until the 


17th of last January, when Mr. Forster first saw her. The 
abdomen was then enormously distended, with a most distinct 
sense of fluctuation, and the’ vibratile wave was perfect over 
the whole. Dr. Wilks had seen the patient a few hours 
vious, and recommended immediate recourse to tapping. Mtr 
Forster had no hesitation in attem the operation, and 
plunged the trocar in four gerd into what subsequently 
turned out to be a solid mass, and which was evident when 
Go Setrenet ye wa io Sete appease ent es cau 
withdrawn, when a small quantity oozed ong, ot ~ 


oe ee nee 
cidedly of opinion thet fiuld eristed, that be recommended an 

incision should be made until it was reached, with which Mr. 
Forster did not concur. No further operative measures were 
resorted to. She gallant Hoek mipaes Sige, stenartn, and 
died from a revealed a large fibro-fatty 
Sam, comighay ib WOW Gia iekoms | no fluid; slight 
adhesions easily torn down were seen between the tumour and 





the . 

were al behind the sass, exoayt the ancending colon, which 
passed in front of the tumour, to the t of the mesian line. 
All the viscera were healthy. a section through 
the mass, it was seen to be com wee pers ibules of fat and 
fibre tissue. Mr. Forster believed it to be omental. 

Dr. Learep showed, for a gentleman in the country, a 
Dilated Gall-bladder removed from the body of a woman who, 
Onte Re Si ee ae oe Ever 
after she suffered from vomiting, often yeasty, but there was 
med ree ee oe ee The liver was cancerous and 

ulated, whilst the der contained no bile,—only a 
straw-coloured fluid. cancer involved the a 

Dr. Greennow brought forward pn | having Compl 

it of the oe ~~ er the ight arg 
The left lung was very ss ese 
per eee pene om Ae ae 
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Srr Twomas Watson, Bart., PResrpent, 


Sousa De te he ana ag members of the 
e Mussy, Mr. W. Wagstaff, and Dr. 
Wathen 


The Prestpent observed that whilst he could congratulate 
numbers of 


IN THE CHArIR, 


Gains taown abl edt exagioed baie Geaian onile Ue 
dealt with. The two objects of ae wae were correlative, and 
the Society was at once clinical and therapeutical, but mainly 
the latter. Indeed, he would himself have preferred that the 
ha vin aetling tana ake. ae. 
There was a danger of its drifting insensibly into a 0 
Society. Any attempt to rival that 
coll ts Gnsettentel on 3 
. The Soci 
tical, and, strongly impressed 
the appointment of com- 
j inquiry. Those 
Behe wai that abject of tury sould te aged 
pate of Cogusy shocks So eageetnd 
the Society, and such suggestions he 
aiaeden 

— i uested 
to appoint committees for investigation é following 
subjects :—1. The value of various methods of employing 
carbolic acid in the treatment of wounds. 2. The value 
the methods of acu and of torsion as means of arrest- 


disinishing bodily tempersture Jan, wine fgets co 0 Sanat 


and pulse in pyrexia. 4. The 
Sey taemail of potteniom to the teeaimnent of epllepey. 
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CHRONIC RHEUMATIC ARTHRITIS. 

Mr. Hotrnovse showed a case of the above in a male aged 
nineteen. In his remarks he dwelt chiefly on the unusual cir- 
cumstance of the disease occurring in one so young, on the 
great amount of shortening in a short period of time, combined 
with the chronic and subacute character of the symptoms, 

Mr. Bryant aa Mr, Tuomas SMITH commented on the 
name given to this disease, and the latter suggested that the 
case more closely resembled one of ordinary caries. 

Dr. Juusvs Pottock thought that the treatment was a 
question of much interest. Mr. Holthouse referred to the 
use of tonics, but with the doubt as to the nature of the dis- 
ease. He thought that colchicum might have been advan- 


ba ig employed. 

r, Disease inted out that in the case before the So- 
ciety the hollow behind the trochanter remained, and that 
the soft parts around appeared quite free from disease, On these 
grounds he inclined to agree with Mr, Holthouse as to the 
nature of the malady, 

Mr, Hoiruouse repeated that there were no signs of ordi- 
nary hip disease, no acute symptoms, and absence of pain 
je" of suppuration. He placed t reliance on the treat- 
ment of rest, and in the present instance he thought some good 
had resulted from the application of a weight to the limb, 

A committee was appointed to report upon this case. 

ECTOPIA VESICA. 

Mr. Tuomas Smrru showed a female, four and a oat rae 
of age, suffering from ectopia vesicw. The vagina be 
traced, and the uterus could be felt through the rectum. The 
labiw were fully, but the nymphe only slightly developed ; 
the pubes cleft, and the abdomen deficient in the middle line 
from the umbilicus downwards. He observed that in this case 
the bladder was covered with a structure resembling skin as 
low as the level of the ureters, and that this surface did not 
cause trouble from its irritability. He had found the same 
condition in another case of this defect in a female child, but 
had never observed it in the male. He did not think that 


surgery could do much for this patient, especially as the free- 
dom from local irritability rendered it unnecessary to attempt 
to cover the front of the bladder with integument. 


Mr. Bryant remarked that in these cases it was unusual to 
find evidence of the vagina and uterus. In three cases which 
he had met with those parts were not present. He thought 
in the lapse of years that the bladder inclined to retract 
within the pelvis, so that the exposed surface was greatly re- 
duced in si ming in fact a mere fissure, and that the 
mucous membrane tended to become very like ordinary inte- 
gument. 

Mr, Hux, referring to the operation for cpvering of the 
exposed bladder with skin, mentioned a case in which a 
deal of disturbance resulted from the procedure, with slough- 
ing of the flaps, and a worse condition of the parts than 
existed before the operation. 

Mr. Hears alluded to attempts which had been made to 
direct the urine into the rectum, but he considered that this 
was not feasible from the inability of the rectum to bear the 
irritation caused by the urine. In a case in which a fistulous 
opening led from the bladder through the vagina into the 
rectum, the vulva was closed by an operation, but had 
subsequently to be reopened, because the mucous membrane 
of the rectum could not tolerate the urine. 

Mr, Witvetr had amongst his out-patients a man whose 
urethra had been split by Mr. Holt’s method, and who suffered 
from a Sotnjons pL companiestion betwess the pladdes and the 
rectum ; gh urine was in at least th h 
the rectum, from which it ee ieheat a pe amy 
after each micturition, it had caused no irritation of the 


bladder, 
(To be concluded.) 
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Books on renal disease are accumulating rather fast. 
But two considerations go to justify an author yenturing on 











this difficult field of pathology. First, the extreme importance 
of the subject, and secondly the possibility that he may have 
something new to say or to suggest. Dr, Dickinson is entitled 
to the benefit of both these considerations, and is amply justi- 
fied in adding another to our many books by the originality of 
his views, and of the material by which they are supported. 
Dr. Dickinson has not been content to follow the beaten track 
in his illustration of the various forms of albuminuria, Every- 
where he thinks independently, and challenges and criticises 
the most stereotyped views, But everywhere he appeals to s 
large array of carefully and personally ascertained facts, clini- 
cal, statistical, and microscopical. Accordingly, we commend 
this book to the profession, Prabtitioners will find in it s 
very intelligible classification of the various forms of a disease 
the discovery of which has done so much to alter the com- 
plexion of medical seience and medical practice. And in the 
statement both of the disease and its causation, the reader 
will find much valuable information and suggestion, As speci- 
mens of Dr, Dickinson's contribution to the elucidation of the 
nature and importance of changes in the kidney, we may specify 
his attempt to determine the significance of a fatty condition 
of the renal epithelium, leading him to the conclusion that the 
importance of this alteration has been much exaggerated. His 
contribution to the etiology of renal disease is stil] more origi- 
nal and instructive. He devotes a whole chapter to the dis- 
cussion of the question of the use of aleohol as a cause of changes 
in the ultimate structure of the kidney, and with a sort of icono- 
clastic pleasure refutes the prevalent opinion on this point. After 
showing that serious renal changes are not frequently met with 
in the post-mortem examinations of those who die of delirium 
tremens, or of drunkards dying suddenly or killed, and that 
there is no constant correspondence between the prevalence of 
drinking in towns and that of renal disease, he sums up :— 

‘**Hence it would seem that, in accordance with what has 
been derived from pathological observations, the use of alco- 
holic drinks is comparatively inoperative as causing disease of 
the kidneys.” 

We are disposed to think he is rather off-hand in his inter: 
pretation of Dr. Christison’s statement on this subject, As the 
point is a very serious one, we give the passage :— 

“The statement of Dr. Christison, that three-fourths or 
four-fifths of the cases of ular degeneration of the kidneys 
which occur in Edinburgh are referable to a greater or less 

of intemperance, may be interpreted to mean that the 
majority of Scotchmen drink whisky to what Dr. Christison 
considers an intemperate extent.” 

A very interesting and instructive part of the book is the 
chapter which treats of the effect of climate in the causation of 
albuminuria. Dr. Dickinson concludes that it is most frequent 
in temperate countries, and especially in such of these as have 
a variable climate. From a variety of considerations, he 
thinks that a warm and constant climate may be a very valu- 
able remedial influence in the chronic and granular forms of 
the disease. 

We have said enough to indicate the value of this work. We 
have purposely omitted alluding to Dr, Dickinson's views of 
the amyloid degeneration of the kidney, which will be found 
in full in this volume, They have been lately before the pro- 
fession, and must be regarded as still sub judice, But they 
are full of originality and suggestion. The representations of 
the microscopic appearances should be specially praised. They 
are very beautiful and accurate, being drawn with the camera 
lucida by Mr. Tuffen West, The coloured illustrations are 
equally effective. As a book at once practical and ascien- 
tific, on a subject of the greatest importance, we receive it 
ag a valuable addition to medical literature. 


om oo ot a cme nme 


Two scurvy-laden ships have passed up the Thames 
during the past week. of these is the wntioet of an 
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Ar length, after three months and a half of deliberation, the 
Poor-law Inspectors, Mr. Lamegrr and Dr, Epwarp Smits, 
have issued their Report on the evidence produced at the 
Farnham inquiry, and the President of the Poor-law Board 
has appended his comments thereon, addressed to the Guar- 
dians of the Farnham Union. We may as well dispose of the 
latter document at once. It declares that “‘some of the more 
serious charges were disproved,” others ‘‘shown to have been 
exaggerated ;” but it admits tHat the following “important” 
matters in Tux Lancer Report require the “ special attention 
of the guardians” :— 

“‘It appears to be clearly shown that the provision for 
nursing has been, and still is, insufficient, and that an assist- 
ant nurse, whose services can be depended upon, is required, 
It is clearly shown that the day-room for aged men is inade- 
quate in size; that further and improved accommodation is 
needed for cases of an infectious character; that some of the 
infirmary wards are small and inconvenient, and particularly 
that the lying-in ward is quite inadequate for its purpose ; 
that the system of ventilation in the infirmary and in the 
venereal wards is objectionable in character, and that in other 
parts of the house the ventilation is imperfect ; that the baths 
are inconveniently constructed, and that additional ones should 


be provided ; that the supply of towels in several wards is not 
sufficiently large; that additional furniture and fittings are 
required in many of the rooms, and especially in the wards 
occupied by the sick ; that the supply of knives and forks is 
not properly attended to, and that the vagrant wards are un- 


suitable. It further appears that it is necessary that the out- 
door privies should be trapped and properly supplied with 
water ; that the arrangements connected with the lavatories 
and some of the waterclosets should be improved, and that the 
cesspoel should either be abolished or removed to a greater 
distance from the infirmary. The Board are also under the 
necessity of pointing out that (in the words of the Report) 
‘there has been a want of that constant and minute super- 
vision of the workhouse and its officers by the visiting eom- 
mittee which the regulations of the Board contemplate and 
enjoin,’ and without which no sufficient security exists for 
good management.” 

Mr. Lumuxzy then formally calls the attention of the guar- 
dians to these defects, and winds up with a censure on the 
medical officer, Dr, Powx.1, for having given ‘‘information 
for which there was no adequate authority,” on which “some 
of the more serious charges disproved at the inquiry were 
founded.” 

We shal] consider this last statement as well as others more 
conveniently in connexion with the Inspectors’ Report. Mean- 
while we may dismiss the Poor-law Board's letter by remark- 
ing—Ist, that its conclusions are such as it was not unnatural 
for the President of the Poor-law Board te draw from the 
Report laid before him by the Inspectors; and 2ndly, that 
the defects which it admits as existing at Farnham Workhouse 
actually cover about five-sixths of the whole list of faults 
which our Commissioners pointed out there. We venture to 
say that if all the defects pointed out by Lord Devon be re- 





medied in a bond-fide manner, the appearance of the workhouse 
will be totally transmogrified from what it was at the time of 
our Commissioners’ visit, 

When we turn to the Poor-law Commissioners’ Report, how- 
ever, we find a very different kind of document from the letter 
of the President, Lord Devon (for we presume Mr. Lumiry 
only transcribes his words) does appear to speak in good faith, 
tenor of the Inspectors’ Report. If ever two gentlemen were 
placed in a judicial position which demanded exceptional can- 
dour and fairness, Mr, Lampert and Dr. Smrru were so 
placed. Yet the whole of their voluminous Report on the 
evidence given is a mass of special pleading. The fact which 
stamps it most unmistakably with this character is that, in- 
variably, the Commissioners give equal, and often a supe- 
rior, weight to the denials of the incriminated persons, to that 
which they give to the assertion of those charges by our 
Reporters (who were entirely disinterested in the matter), and 
to such an unimpeachable witness as Mr. Eacen of Guildford. 
Thus, to take one instance out of a score, the question of the 
truth or otherwise of the assertion that the larder was in a 
condition of filth which must have been very long accumu- 
lating is decided against Tur Lancer Report on the statement 
of one or two guardians, who ought to have noticed such de- 
fects in their periodical visits; and of the master, who was 
still more directly responsible ; notwithstanding that the asser- 
tions of Dr. ANsT18 were completely confirmed by Dr.StraLLarp, 
and in great measure by the pauper cook, though the latter 
most manifestly went im fear of the officials, and did not 
entirely adhere to her original statement made to our Com- 
missioners. So, again, upon the question of the general 
cleanliness of the workhouse, the Poor-law Commissioners 
decide that our Commissioners’ statements are not supported 
by the evidence (though they were strongly corroborated by 
Mr. Eacer); and they draw this inference mainly from the 
fact that various guardians had repeatedly made entries in 
the visitors’ book, ‘‘in evident good faith,” that they had 
found everything clean and in good order!! As we are 
speaking of the *‘ good faith” shown by these officials, we 
may as well just allude to the striking commentary on it 
which is furnished by their giving a laudatory testimonial to 
the late master, which suppressed all mention of the cireum- 
stances under which his resignation was compelled. So 
shocked were the general public by this fact, when it came 
out in evidence on the inquiry, that the most indignant com- 
ments were made in the press, and it was strongly suggested 
by the Pall Mali Gazette that those of the signing guardians 
who held her Majesty's commission as justices of the peace 
ought to be immediately dismissed therefrom, Yet the Poor- 
law Commissioners, and Lord Devon following their lead, 
absolutely pass no censure nor comment of any kind on this 
diagraceful circumstance! If this does not show plainly the 
existence of a bias, and a desire to whitewash the conduct 
of the guardians, we are at a loss to know what amount 
of evidence would prove any proposition whatever. 

Still more astonishing is the manner in which the Commis- 
sioners deal with the evidence as to the case of the pauper who 
fell into the cesspool. We may remind our readers, in /imine, 
that one item in the original charge—namely, the statement 
that this pauper had had a fit that morning, and was stil! suf- 
fering from the consequent depression when ordered to work 
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at the cesspool—was communicated to our reporters in the | 
most circumstantial way by Dr. Powe, the medical officer, | 
who informed them that the late matron could testify directly | 
to the fact; and as this is one of the matters considered to be | 
disproved at the inquiry, we have only to remark that the | 
responsibility for it does not rest with us. But the main fea- | 
tures of the case remain untouched. 1. The filthy character 

of the open cesspool; the gross impropriety of allowing it to | 
be periodically stirred up and emptied over the garden land; 

and the special impropriety of selecting aged and feeble in- | 
mates (such as several who were so employed) for this disgust- | 
ing work. 2. The fact that the particular pauper referred to | 
—Joun Tuckry—-had been a long time in the house, and was 

notoriously subject to fits; that nevertheless he had never 
been reported to the doctor as an invalid; that he was sent to 
the cesspool work by the official whose duty it was to have 
reported him ; and that when his accident had occurred, and 
he had been pulled out of the cesspool in a state of serious 
depression, the same official took upon himself to administer 
certain rough-and-ready remedies, but did not even then send 
for the medical officer, nor send the patient to the infirmary, 
so that the doctor only accidentally heard of the occurrence 





long after, at the hour of his usual visit—a delay which pro- 
bably cost the man his life, by allowing time for a portion of 
the sewage-matter which he had swallowed to be absorbed. It 
will be obvious to any candid and disinterested person that 


these are the true features of culpability in the matter; and 
of these no denial is attempted. We think therefore that the 
public, as well as our Commissioners, have a right to feel in- 


dignant that the official Reporters make light of this whole 
incident, treat the charge as in the main disproved, and 
merely subjoin a mild regret that the medical officer had not 
previously had his attention called to the fact that Jonn 
TUcKEY was subject to fits, and required medical supervision. 
Even this is not all: for the Inspectors have positively had 
the assurance to suggest a doubt whether this man’s complaint 
was epilepsy at all. We pass by the professional impertinence 
of this gratuitous suggestion from a medical inspector who has 
never, 80 far as is known, devoted special attention to nervous 
diseases, but who nevertheless ventures to criticise the dia- 
gnosis of our Commissioner who wrote the report, and who is 
well known to have made a special study of the subject of 
epilepsy. We shall content ourselves with putting a simple 
question to Dr. Smrra:—Whether he has ever heard of any 
disease, except epilepsy, which during a series of years pro- 
duces sudden attacks of profound unconsciousness lasting from 
two to five minutes, and yet leaves the patient in so compara- 
tively robust a condition as that in which we know, from the 
details of the post-mortem examination, Jonn TucKEY re- 
mained, 

Another amazing instance of the unfairness of the Report 
is, that while labouring to establish the general position that 
our Commissioners had reported on Farnham Workhouse in a 
spirit of exaggeration, it takes no note of the fact that our 
Commissioners deliberately suppressed, for the express pur- 
pose of avoiding sensationalism, the horrible incident of RosE 
Cumser’s death, by fire and fright, in consequence of the 
gross deficiencies of the nursing arrangements ; and the fact 
that even this tragical occurrence could not rouse the con- 
sciences of the guardians to an appreciation of the necessity 





for improvements in this direction. 


After these specimens of the spirit in which the Poor-law In- 
spectors Lave performed their task of judicial criticism on the 
evidence, we think it wholly useless to enter upon any further 
detailed examination of their Report. The whole document is 
most partial and one-sided. It is a highly disingenuous attempt 
to vamp up the deservedly damaged credit of the officials of 
Farnham Workhouse. Taking all the circumstances into con- 
sideration: remembering that our Commissioners performed 
their task under circumstances which gave unusual security 
for the bona fides of their Report ; that they challenged a full 
and open inquiry the moment that the accuracy of their state- 
ments was disputed, and fairly forced this inquiry on the re- 
luctant Poor-law Board ; that they cheerfully underwent the 
fatigue and loss of time involved in a very lengthy inquiry at 
so distant a place as Farnham ; and, finally, that this journal 
willingly incurred the very large expense of a thirteen-days’ 
investigation, conducted by solicitors and counsel ;—considering 
all these things, we say, without fear of contradiction from 
any but the incriminated Poor-law officials, that the tone of 
the Report now issued is simply disgraceful. We know of 
only one circumstance which could add to the manifest unfair- 
ness of the whole transaction, and that is the fact that the 
Poor-law Board have authorised the payment, out of the rates, 
of the expenses incurred by the guardians during this inquiry. 
Considering that the larger part of this expenditure was wholly 


| unnecessary, and the voluntary act of the guardians, it is 


obvious that the Poor-law Board have acted with the strongest 
partiality. 

After all said and done, however, we must say a last word 
of earnest congratulation to all those who are working in the 
cause of the sick poor on the final issue of this business. The 
Farnham inquiry, which the strictures of Taz Lancet pro- 
voked, has given an impetus to the cause of Poor-law Reform 
which cannot be lost. Spite of all the endeavours of inter- 
ested officials to whitewash the characters of fellow-sinners, it 
will not be forgotten that, under our present Poor-law system, 
there is the constant possibility of the recurrence of such dis- 
graceful and revolting scandals as those which our Commis- 
sioners exposed at Farnham ; and this general impression on 
the public mind must and can only operate in favour of the 
just claims of the most helpless and afflicted portion of the 
population of this country. 


tin 
<- 





Tue bearing of Examination upon Education admits of a 
larger illustration than it has yet received. There should in- 
deed be no misunderstanding about the perfect distinctness of 
the one from the other. After we have got all that can be 
wished in the shape of an efficient examination, the question 
will still remain—What is the best kind of medical education ? 
Is it most likely to be found at a large school or at a small 
one ?—at a university or a strictly medical school ?—in a metro- 
politan or in a provincial town? Should the mode of teaching 
be tutorial or by means of lectures? We are too apt to lose 
sight of the importance of these questions. It is possible to 
be so impressed with the faults of existing modes of examina- 
tion as to think too little of modes of education. We make this 
observation just to make it apparent that we are by no means 
confounding the two things. We are certainly of opinion that 
before any material improvement in the character of medical 
education can be expected, there must be some improvement 
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in the tests by which it is tried. Neither teachers nor students 
can be expected to prepare a kind of material which is not in 
demand. Students at any rate will educate themselves for 
answering the questions to be put by their examiners. ‘‘ Pass- 
ing,” not practice, is the immediate goal which determines 
their effort. Still, were the Examining Boards ever so perfect 
there are grave questions of medical education waiting for 
solution. 

It is a serious circumstance that the Medical Council has so 
little direct power over the Examining Boards. It cannot 
authoritatively require examination in any subject, or any 
particular mode of examination. It is a Council of Education. 
And the most direct way of influencing medical education 
would be, the dictation of the kind and mode of ex.mination 
to be passed. But this is not within the power of the Council. 
It has a moral power; and we are of the number who believe 
that this has been used with great advantage. But moral 
suasion, if not an imperfect influence, is one slow in the pro- 
duction of results. In any amendment of the Medical Act the 
Council should claim some authority over Licensing Boards. It 
would do so with all the more effect from the great moderation 
with which it has used the moral power given it by the ori- 
ginal Act. Ample illustration might be supplied of the neces- 
sity for this power, and of the way in which the action of the 
Council has been weakened from want of it. The difficulty 
will be to get the members of the Council to forget their indi- 
vidual Corporations in supporting a demand like this. How- 
, ever much they may wish that the dignity and authority of the 
Council should be increased, they will be naturally considerate 
of the independence of their particular Bodies. It is in such 
lights as this that we see the need for independent members 
in the General Council, unattached to any College or Corpora- 
tion, and responsible only to the profession at large. 

We have said that the bearing of examination upon educa- 
tion admits of a larger illustration than it has yet received. 
‘* The College and the Hall” have been the favoured boards. 
These have been the portals by which the great body of Eng- 
lish practitioners has entered the profession. Offices of pro- 
fessional trust have been dispensed to candidates subject to 
the approval of the bodies which respectively sat as judges in 


is about as good as any of the commoner examinations that, 

' under the present law, are recognised as of tantamount value. 
It will be to the great discredit of the two Colleges in London 
if they cannot soon agree upon a joint examination, as the 
Colleges of Edinburgh have done, which shall confer upon the 
student passing it a double qualification that will be recog- 
nised as the Edinburgh joint diploma is recognised by the 
Army and Navy, by the Poor-law Board, and by all local 
institutions. 

With all deference to the Apothecaries, the work they have 
done for so many years should be done by a College of Phy- 
sicians. And even a College of PhYsicians should set its best 
men to do it. We have authority for this that even the 
Court of Examiners of the Apothecaries’ Society will not 
dispute. Several members of that Court, already not only 
licentiates of their Society, but members, have not thought it 
beneath their dignity to take the licence of the College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh, though it would be difficult to say 
what power this gave them which they did not previously 
possess, They felt doubtless, as we all feel, that the licence 
to practise physic should come from physicians. The examiners 
of the Apothecaries’ Society are for the most part apothecaries, 
some of them of forty years’ standing. For the most part, 
too, they have been engaged in general practice, and not in 
teaching medicine, It were no small credit to such men to be 
fairly familiar with the present drift of medical science, To 
expect them to be familiar with its details, or quick at seeing 
whether students have mastered those details, would appear 
to us unreasonable. It is not in the interest of the profession 
that the Apothecary idea of medical function should be en- 
couraged ; and it is not fair to the teachers of medicine to have 
examiners in medicine who have no particular qualifications 
for this difficult duty. We repeat, it will be a great reflection 
on the Royal Colleges of the country if they do not imme- 
diately devise a joint examining board which, in its composi- 
tion and in its method of examination, shall stimulate teachers 

| and students to do their best and command the respect of the 
profession at large. 


ontin, 
— 


We are extremely sorry to learn, from the letters of 





Lincoln’s-inn and Blackfriars. The character of the examina- private correspondents, that the fever is steadily increasing 
tion of the College of Surgeons is a subject about which there is in the Mauritius, and that the death-rate at Port Louis is 
great unanimity of opinion in the profession, and upon which | at least four times what it should be. It -is to be re- 
we do not mean to speak just now. The examination of the | gretted, moreover, that the conditions on which the disease 
Apothecaries’ Society, though very open to criticism, as we depends are extending to other districts which have been 
shall presently see, has yet been more respectfully regarded healthy hitherto. About Mahrebourg, for example, malarious 
by the profession. It supplemented the narrow and defective fever is said to have occurred ; and there appears good reason 
examination of the College. It was practical and general in to believe that the seaboard of the only two non-malarious 
its character, and bore comparison with any of the other com- districts of the Mauritius can no longer be reckoned salubrious. 
mon examinations of the kingdom. As we have said, it was | The annual recurrence of this scourge during the hot season 
the passport to all offices of ordinary medical trust, such as threatens to depopulate the island, and will cause this once 
the resident medical officership of an hospital or a Poor-law beautiful and healthy climate to be shunned; and the result 
appointment. It would be unjust not to admit that to the | will be commercial bankruptcy and famine. We learn from 
examination of this lucky Society is due much of the practical private sources that there is a disposition to conceal part of the 
efficiency of the English practitioner. Still we are not sorry | trath, with the view of quelling alarm. 

that the Medical Act aimed a decided blow at the monopoly of | The troops are suffering a great deal, and the number of 
the Apothecaries by recognising all the medical licences of the fever cases which have already appeared in the recently arrived 


kingdom ; nor are we sorry at the fact that every week we 
receive intimation that the laws of local institutions are being 
widened in accordance with the now larger law of the country. 
it may yet be too true that the examination of the Apothecaries 


86th Regiment has gone far to confirm the fears which were 
entertained in this country on the receipt of the intelligence 
that the regiment had been landed in the island. We have 
excellent authority for stating that fifteen deaths have already 
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oceurred among the men, women, and children of that regi- 
ment, and that fever is yery prevalent in the corps. 

It is surely time for as, in our professional capacity, to pro- 
test against a continuance of this wanton exposure of our 
troops. The British army has entered on a new phase of 
service when it is deemed advisable to retain two English 
regiments in a colony where a dire epidemic has broken out, 
in order to protect local interests and restore confidence 
among the mercantile community. Instead of ‘food for 
powder,” the soldier will have to be “food for fever” in the 
sugar-growing interest. In the time of WILBERFORCE it was 
thought meritorious to abstain from slave-grown sugar, and 
that article now promises to be grown in the Mauritius over 
the graves of British soldiers. 

If, to rescue Cameron and Rassam, it is thought worth 
while to send a British army into Abyssinia at an enormous 
outlay and an increased income-tax, it might surely be worth 
our while to incur the cost of sending two transports to remove 
the whole European force from this fever-stricken station, 
before repeated attacks of the disease have undermined the 
constitution of the men and rendered the regiments thoroughly 
inefficient. 





Medical Annotations, 


VENEREAL DISEASE IN THE MERCHANT NAYY, 


We have frequently had occasion to call attention to the 
paramount claims which the mercantile marine has on the 
public for protection from preventable disease, and we have 
borne willing testimony to the laudable endeavours of the 
Board of Trade to enlighten the Legislature on the sanitary 
condition of our seamen. 

Blue-books, although accessible to all, are read by compara- 
tively few; but their value as repositories of authentic and 
original information is well known to the initiated, and jour- 
nalism is sometimes more indebted to parliamentary literature 
than it cares to acknowledge, We do not of course allude to 
the legitimate use of such documents, as quarries whence the 
builder derives his raw material, but to the appropriation of 
the entire edifice, without a token of acknowledgment of the 
labours of those who raised it. We have always appreciated 
the aid of authors officially connected with the Government in 
regard to such sanitary questions as can be most thoroughly 
sifted and investigated by them. The series of elaborate re- 
ports by Dr. Walter Dickson on the numerous vessels which he 
inspected officially in the port of London, has furnished precise 
data for those enactments as to diet and accommodation, some 
of which are already enforced by law, while others are pro- 
mised, Weare glad to find that he has also directed his atten- 
tion to the clamant scourge of our seamen, one more de- 
structive, probably, and not less capable of mitigation, than 
any of the other diseases which are incidental to their calling. 

Last week we gave an abstract of the report on the pre- 
vention of venereal diseases, which had been drawn up by 
Dr. Dickson at the request of the Duke of Richmond, and 
published by authority. However desirable the universal 
application of legal measures towards the extirpation of those 
maladies may be, we coincide in opinion that seamen of the 
merchant service, next to our soldiers and sailors, have the 
strongest claim for State protection. They are, with few excep- 
tions, condemned toalife of celibacy, —for itis absurd toineulcate 
marriage on @ class of men who must of necessity spend the 
greater part of their life at sea, and whose earnings are insufli- 





cient for the support of a wife and family, whose society they 
could enjoy only for a few weeks or days in the year. They 
are therefore more exposed to temptation, and of the grosser 
sort, than other men, and the habitual privation they endure 
may perhaps be considered some excuse for the recklessness 
and self-indulgence that mark their brief respites from toil. 
The landsman, when he contracts enthetic disease, may avail 
himself of means of recovery; but in too many cases the 
sailor can obtain no treatment, and maladies of themselves 
readily curable are aggravated by neglect and unfavourable 
surroundings into the gravest types they are ever seen to 
assume. The evidence of Mr. Busk, Dr. Dickson, and others, 
before the Admiralty Committee is conclusive as to the extra- 
ordinary prevalence among seamen in the mercantile navy of 
phagedena, ostitis, rupia, and other of the more disastrous 
results of syphilis, It must not be forgotten that the mer- 
chant seamen form no unimportant part of the defence of the 
country, and in the event of a naval war would doubtless be 
called on as of yore “‘to show their daring spirit.” On all 
these grounds we think a very fair case has been established 
for this class of men having a preference afforded them in any 
sanitary regulations borrowed from the Navy and Army 
which may be adopted in their behalf. 


— 


THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


At the Council meeting on Thursday, the 12th inst., the 
opinion of Sir Roundell Palmer, to which we referred last 
week, was laid upon the table, and a committee was appointed 
to bring up for consideration a bye-law for carrying out the 
intentions of the Council with regard to the appointment of 
anatomical and physiological examiners outside that body. 

The question of reporting the proceedings of the Council 
was again brought under discussion by a motion for the admis- 
sion of a short-hand writer, with the view of ensuring an 
accurate report of what is said, and afterwards occasionally 
forgotten at the Council Board, rather than with the object of 
satisfying the reasonakle demands of the profession in relation 
to the publication of the busi tr ted by the Council. 
The motion was lost, we understand, by a considerable ma- 
jority. The question of the publication of the Council minutes 
is one which cannot be suppressed much longer; and now that 
the General Medical Council sits in public, it is absurd for 
the corporations which send representatives to it to affect a 
prudish reticence, which all the world knows cannot be main- 
tained. 

Retrenchment being the order of the day, we are glad to 
hear that the periodical dinners of the Council and Examiners 
are likely to undergo diminution, if not extinction. 





THE MEDICAL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


THE subject of the greater utilisation of the out-patient de- 
partments of our hospitals formed the principal matter of 
discussion at the meeting of the Medical Teachers’ Association 
on Monday last. We have so often insisted on the value of out- 
patient practice for the education of the medical student that 
we are not surprised to find a pretty unanimous opinion among 
the speakers on the occasion in accordance with our own. It 
is the common and everyday cases met with as out-patients 
which form the bulk of general practice in after years; and 
unless a complete acquaintance be made with these by the 
student early in life, success as a practitioner is almost im- 
possible. 

Granted the necessity of using out-patients for clinical pur- 
poses, the difficulty remains of the best mode for carrying the 
purpose into effect. Doubtless the plan of Dr. Greenhow is 
the best—viz., to collect on days other than the regular out- 
patient days the cases most suitable for teaching purposes. 
But here at onee the difficulty meets us that it is only at hos- 
pitals where out-patients are not seen daily, as at the Middle- 
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sex Hospital, that such a plan would be feasible ; and, more- 
over, it is not every medical officer who, after seeing out- 
patients by the score twice or thrice a week, has the energy or 
the time to imitate Dr. Greenhow's example. We believe that 
the majority of our metropolitan out-patient physicians and 
surgeons do honestly endeavour to make their practice as use- 
ful to the students as possible; but the fact is that they are for 
the most part swamped by numbers, and until some check is 
put upon the indiscriminate admission of out-patients, practised 
simply for advertising purposes by some institutions, much 
real instruction by their officers is impossible. 

The whole subject having been referred to a committee for 
investigation, consisting of Drs. Greenhow, Salter, Bristowe, 
Sieveking, J. Ogle, and Messrs. Soelberg Wells, Heath, Power, 
and Maunder, we must await their report ; but we would ven- 
ture to call their attention to a matter which may riot impos- 
sibly most materially affect the out-patient service of our 
hospitals. It is the intention of the Poor-law authorities to 
establish district Dispensaries for the care of the sick poor, 
and the officers of these institutions will of necessity see the 
bulk of the sick poor at their own homes. In this waya large 
number of the poorer out-patients will be drafted off, and if 
hospital authorities can devise some check to prevent the trades- 
man class from taking the benefit of our charities, labouring 
men and their families, who constitute the proper objects 
of out-patient practice, will make a moderate and very work- 
able class of patients, large enough to form a clinique without 
proving an intolerable burden to the medical officers. Whether 
any ts can be made with the officers of the proposed 
Dispensaries by which students can have the great advantage 
of visiting the sick poor at their own homes must be a matter 
for future consideration. 


ALLEGED MALPRACTICE. 


Ir is well known that there is no profession which has more 
‘* bad debts” to complain of than the medical ; but perhaps, 
of all these, the debt of gratitude is the most frequently left 
unpaid, A case just decided on the Midiand Circuit, before 
Mr. Justice Smith and » special jury, illustrates this profes- 
sional grievance. Dr. Sympson, a practitioner in Lincoln, was 
in the habit of attending a family named Rudgard, and on his 
last presenting his bill, which amounted to £50 5s. 6d., it was 
refused, on the ground that for a large portion of it the 
Rudgard household was ‘never indebted.” Dr, Sympson 
summoned the defaulter, who thereupon paid £36 6s. into 
Court, but contended that the plaintiff was not entitled to the 
residue because he had been guilty of malpractice. It ap- 
peared in evidence that on July 13th, 1865, the defendant's 
wife was delivered of a female child by the plaintiff; that on 
Sept. 2nd the child was taken seriously ill with dyspepsia and 
irritability of the stomach, and that the plaintiff was called in 
and prescribed for jit. On the 13th of the same month the 
child had a general attack of infantile convulsions, in conse- 
quence of which it lay breathless, pulselegs, and to all appear- 
ance dead. The plaintiff, being present, took the child up in 
his arms, placed its head downwards over a basin, and poured 
a stream of cold water over its head, whereupon the child re- 


would be dispensed with ; while the child was afterwards 
peatedly attacked with convulsions, and is now an idi 
support of the plaintiff, Dr. Hillier, i 

for Sick Children in Great Ormond- 








any way account for its present condition. Other evidence 
was adduced to a similar effect ; but quid muita? The plain- 
tiff got a verdict for the sum claimed. 

The annals of jury trials for alleged malpractice, rich as 
they are in illustrations of the grudging spirit in which a phy- 
sician’s services are acknowledged and requited, hardly con- 
tain an imstance more striking than this of ignorance and 
- itud 


PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


SEVERAL interesting matters were brought under the notice 
of the Fellows at the meeting of the Pathological Society on 
Tuesday last. Mr. Gay exhibited specimens of clotting in the 
veins, which seemed to show that the reparative changes con- 
sequent on thrombosis consisted in a union betwixt the vein- 
coat and the fibrinous deposit, by which the clots were re- 
moved, and the channel of the vessel subsequently restored. 
Dr. Murchison brought forward an example of hydatid cyst of 
the liver, which communicated with the common bile-duct, 
and discharged externally during life. A curious case of 
disease of the skull-cap, which had a wormeaten appearance, 
and was accompanied by a thickening along and around the 
sinuses in the dura mater, blocking up their channels, was 
shown by Dr. Moxon. The nature of the disease was not 
decided. It may have been syphilitic. Dr. Moxon argued 
that the inflammation was propagated from the bone to the 
outer walls of the sinuses—an external phlebitis. The same 
gentleman brought forward a case of pyemia consequent upon 
mitral endocarditis, believing it to be due to the circulation of 
pus, and not infarction, This induced a short discussion as to 
the occurrence of suppuration in cases of true rheumatic in- 
flammation, Mr. Adams contending that the two never 
concurred, Mr. Hulke the contrary. The question is one of 
much importance clinically, and may well claim the attention 
of pathologists. The specimen of the evening was a bladder 
filled with calculous matter, which weighed together one 
pound and a quarter, and was removed after death from a 
patient of Dr. Walker. There were three calculi ; one weighed 
three-quarters of a pound, the second half a pound less two 
scruples, and the third two scruples. 


DR. WILLIAMS ON PHTHISIS. 

WE publish to-day (p. 369) the first of a series of papers on 
“Pp Consumption as exemplified in Private Practice,” 
by Dr. C. J, B. Williams, and his son, Dr. Charles Theodore 
Williams. We are very happy to be the medium of conveying 
to the profession the ripest views of a physician of the very 
largest experience in this disease, Everywhere it is apparent 
that the attention of the best minds in the profession is being 
directed to phthisis. Very bold innovations upon commonly 
accepted doctrines have been lately advanced ; great retine- 
ments in the classification of the disease are being attempted ; 
and the disease is, withal, so extensively diffused and so ex- 
tensively fatal in this country—though not more so than in 
other countries,—that the utmost interest must attach to Dr. 
Williams’s papers. They will enable us te judge well of the 
curability of phthisis—a result in which, judging from the 
following passage, Dr, Williams evidently believes. 

** Powerless as medicine is in the overw ing and rapid 
types of the disease, it has yet considerable influence over 

milder forms ; and the succeeding oa. will give some 
evidence that, under careful treatment, li hed cy 
for many years in comfort and usefulness, and in not very few 
cases the disease is so permanently arrested that it may be 
called cured,” 

This doctrine is now generally taught. And it is a great 
comfort to find it taught by Dr. Williams. We shall be glad 
indeed if his cases shall have the effect of leading practitioners 
and physicians to be more hopeful and painstaking in their 
endeavours to arrest the progress of this malady. He is te 
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draw his illustrations chiefly from private practice, and herein 
will consist much of their interest. We shall see how much 
there is in comfortable conditions of life to favour a patient’s 
chances of recovery. If we are not to class this commonest 
form of adult degeneration with zymotic diseases, as suggested 
by Dr. Budd, it will bear comparison with any of these in 
point of importance and fatality, and must speedily have as 
much attention at the hands of sanitarians and physicians as 
zymotic diseases have received. Under these circumstances 
we rejoice in being able to publish Dr. Williams's contribution 
to the elucidation of this subject. 


KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


Ow Saturday last an operation of a novel character was per- 
formed in the theatre of this hospital. The subject of the 
case was a pale and emaciated man, who presented a large 
aneurismal tumour over the course of the common and external 
iliac arteries on the left side. As the extent of the lesion for- 
bad any interference with the arterial system on the cardiac 
side of the sac, Sir William F under whose care the 
man had been placed, determined, after careful consideration, 
upon tying the main artery in the thigh. The interest of the 
treatment depended upon the nature and seat of the operation. 
The vessel tied was the superficial femoral, and the ligature 
was applied to it in its third stage as it courses through 
Hunter’s canal. Two old practices were thus revived in one 
operation: deligation was performed on the distal side of an 
aneurismal sac after the method proposed many years ago by 
Brasdor and Desault, and carried into practice in 1822 by 
Wardrop; and the femoral artery was exposed in the region 
of the thigh where John Hunter first applied his numerous 
ligatures in the earliest performances of the operation that has 
since been associated with his name. The patient has pro- 
gressed favourably since the operation, but up to the present 
time (Tuesday afternoon) very little change has taken place 
in the size and pulsatile movements of the tumour. 





ROYAL COMMISSION ON WATER. SUPPLY. 


On Monday last, a question addressed in the House of Com- 
mons to the Home Secretary, asking when the Water-supply 
Commission, appointed about twelve months since, was likely 
to make its report, elicited from Mr. Hardy the reply that, 
‘*having made inquiry on the subject, he found that the Com- 
mission were still engaged in taking evidence, and he could 
not state whether they would be able to report in the course of 
the present session.” 

In the face of this explicit declaration, a paragraph ap- 
peared in T'he Times of Wednesday, copied from a medical 
journal not remarkable for the accuracy of its information, 
stating, first, that the report of the Water Commission was 
‘already decided upon, and would shortly be published” ; 
secondly, that the ‘‘ various ambitious and expensive schemes” 
proposed in lieu of the present system were “decisively 
rejected”; and, thirdly, that the Commission were thoroughly 
satisfied with the sufficiency and relative purity of the existing 
supply. 

We are glad to be in a position to say, that whatever may 
be the ultimate issue of the investigation still proceeding, the 
interests and safety of the public are not likely to be relegated 
to the secondary position which the advocates of powerful 
monopolies seem to consider they should occupy. The Com- 
mission are determined to pursue every branch of the subject 
as thoroughly as they have the means to do; that they are 
still taking evidence we have personally satisfied ourselves ; 
and we are assured that, so far from any decision whatever 
having been arrived at, there are important witnesses yet to 
be examined, whose opinion would hardly be solicited upon a 
foregone conclusion. 








NORTON’S TUBE WELL. 


Tuts is an American invention, of which some specimens 
were forwarded to Abyssinia, as we have already intimated to 
our readers, in charge of an officer of the Royal Engineers and 
a party of sappers who had been fully instructed in their 
employment. 

We were told by those who had seen the wells worked in this 
country, that the contrivance was very simple and ingenious, and 
appeared to answer the purpose very satisfactorily. Conaidering 
the great importance of a good water-supply for our troops, we 
awaited the result of their trial in Abyssinia with some 
degree of interest. A party of scientific gentlemen were pre- 
sent at some experiments made with these tube wells in a field 
in the vicinity of the Thames Ditton on Saturday last, and 
the result was said to have been very satisfactory. 

The apparatus consisted of tubes of different diameters, 
which were driven into the ground to the extent of fourteen or 
fifteen feet, by means of a small monkey, and a pumping ap- 
paratus being affixed, water was readily procured. If the tube 
becomes stopped or choked by sand or earth, a smaller tube is 
inserted through the centre of the former one, and the pump 
employed, when the force of the water is said to be sufficient 
to drive the obstructing material out through the inner tube, 
clearing the outer one. 

The tubes, when driven into the earth for the purpose of 
procuring water, can be readily withdrawn by means of a lever 
worked by the monkey. These wells were evidently considered 
to have met a very essential requirement in the equipment of 
an army; and it is now suggested that the smaller and more 
inexpensive variety might be used for domestic and garden 
purposes. Supposing them to answer in this respect, they 
will render their possessors in a measure independent of water 
companies. They would be very useful to emigrants and 
settlers abroad. 


THE HEALTH OF THE POPE. 


Tuer: is probably no European potentate whose health is 
an object of such various and widespread interest as that of 
the Pope,—as there is none whose death would give rise to 
greater or more i in the politico-religious 
world. His Holiness is well known to suffer from occasional 
epileptic fits, a disease to which he was subject in his youth, 
but which he seemed to have thrown off after the development 
of a varicose ulcer in the leg. ‘The fits have now, however, 
reappeared ; and whether the exciting events of the last few 
months, or the unusual exertion he has just put forth in giving 
audiences and in assisting at ceremonies, be the cause, he had 
a violent attack of his old malady on Friday, the 6th instant. 
His physician, Dr. Viale Prela, was instantly in attendance at 
the Vatican, and His Holiness recovered. Complete absti- 
nence from administration of business, and from the more 
fatiguing occasions of religious ceremonial, has been peremp- 
torily enjoined on him by Dr. Viale Prela as the indispensable 
condition of his health. 


SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS AT KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
BARRACKS. 

Ir would be well, before the War Minister orders a fresh 
survey of the barracks at Knightsbridge, to inquire whether 
the site is so favourable in other respects as to warrant the 
contemplated improvemente in their ventilation, drainage, and 
general repair. The ground on which the barracks are built 
is too narrow for the erection of accommodation adequate to 
a large regiment. The public have not yet forgotten the 
reports of the Hospital and Barracks Commission, in which 
the manure and excrements accumulated on the southern side 
of the barracks were proved to be highly deleterious, not 
only to the non-commissioned officers, privates, and horses 
stationed there, but even to the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood. The question before the War Minister is not, Are these 
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barracks susceptible of improvement ? (which they undoubtedly 
are) but, Is the space on which the barracks are erected 
ample enough to admit of the necessary enlargement of the 
existing barrack-rooms and stables, to say nothing of the 
much-needed barrack-yard and hospital? The answer has a 
wider than merely military interest; and we trust the War 
Minister will not iaunch out into expense for remedying the 
irremediable, without, at least, proper Parliamentary sanction. 


CONTINGENCIES OF COUNTRY PRACTICE. 


HARDLY a month passes without some fresh illustration of 
the precarious nature of the country practitioner's life. Mr. 
David G. Tuckwell, M.R.C.S., of Knap-hill, Woking, was 
attending a gentleman who had been thrown from his dog- 
cart and had injured his arm. Within a day or two of his 
being called in, Mr. Tuckwell, on his way from his patient's 
house, was thrown out of his own dog-cart, and was himself 
killed by injuries to his head. The accident, which had 
only proved serious in the case of the patient, proved fatal in 
that of the practitioner; the one merely sustained an injury of 
the arm, while the other lost a life which was valuable not 
only to its possessor, but to a numerous connexion in and 
around Woking. 


NAVAL HOSPITAL FOR JAPAN. 


We are glad to find that the Naval Estimates include the 
sum of £25,000 for the erection of a naval hospital at Yoko- 
hama. Those who know the insalubrious condition of Hong 
Kong, the only naval station we possess in the Eastern seas, 
will appreciate this intention of Government, since Yokohama 
is as essentially salubrious in climate as Hong Kong is the re- 
verse. The Admiralty only takes £1000 on account this year, 
and therefore it must be some time before the hospital can be 
ready for occupation ; in the meantime, however, we would 
press upon the Admiralty the advisability of at once taking 
the receiving ship, Melville, from her present moorings to 
Yokohama, since the change of locality cannot but have a most 
beneficial effect upon the health of the naval invalids. 


CHOLERA AT ST. THOMAS. 


Ir is officially that between the 16th of January 
and the 17th of February not less than 187 deaths from 
cholera occurred at St. Thomas, the highest number of deaths 
in any one day being 17. The acting Consul has refused to 
grant clean bills of health to vessels bound for British ports. 
The official physician, however, declares in certificate that 
no epidemic disease exists in the island. The Jamaica au- 
thorities have declared St. Thomas infected, and a quarantine 
of observation is imposed on all vessels coming from that port. 
No vessel is admitted to pratique at Jamaica until she has 
completed eight days from her departure from St. Thomas. 


MIDWIVES’ MIDWIFERY. 


An inquest was held last week at Tenterden, Kent, on the 
body of a woman aged twenty-four, who had died from 
hemorrhage about two hours after delivery. She was attended 
by a midwife, named Elizabeth Reynolds. It appeared from 
the evidence of Mr. J. H. Newington, who had made a post- 
mortem examination of the body, that the hemorrhage had 
resulted from retention of the placenta; the midwife having 
mistaken a clot of blood for the afterbirth. The body was 
well nourished and healthy, and Mr. Newington had no hesi- 
tation in saying that had the deceased had assistance half an 
hour, or even a quarter of an hour, before death, her life would 
have been saved. The jury consulted for some time, and re- 
turned the following verdict :— 

“That Sarah Watson came to her death from the want of 


| treatment. And the jury are of opinion that Elizabeth 
Reynolds, who acted as midwife to the best of her ability, is 
| incompetent to attend midwifery cases; but there was no 
criminal neglect on her part in the case of the deceased.” 


BANQUET TO SIR WILLIAM JENNER, 
BART., F.R.S. 

Tue colleagues and former and present pupils of Sir William 
Jenner, Bart., have determined to celebrate his attainment of 
the highest titular dignity open to the medical profession by 
inviting him to a dinner to be held at University College 
on April 24th. Dr. Parkes is to preside, and as no more 
popular chairman could have been chosen, we have little 
doubt that a large number of Sir William Jenner’s friends 
will assemble to do honour to the occasion. 


THE VOLUNTEER MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Tue following requisition has been numerously signed by 
the surgeons and assistant-surgeons of the above service. We 
cordially agree with the requisitionists, and wish them success 
in their endeavour to perfect the organisation of their depart- 
ment :— 

‘*We, the undersigned Surgeons and Assistant-S 
the Volunteer Service, are of opinion that it is desirable # 
the volunteer ee delay to 
consider the propriety i ore authorities - 
tiona for the proper orgamiastion and representation of th 
Volunteer Military Medical Service at the ing review 
at Portsmouth, the meeting at Wimbledon, and other similar 


occasions,” 


of 
t 


THE FACTORY ACT. 

Tue adoption of the Factory Act in Glasgow, according to 
our correspondent, will render the appointment of certifying 
surgeons, of which there are three in that city, very valuable. 
The salary will be about £3000 a year each. An agitation has 
commenced, having in view the subdivision of the work, and 
consequently of the emoluments of the office. 


DUBLIN COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


“I hereby authorise the President and Fellows of the King 


and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland to erase my name 
from the list of Licentiates ; and I consent to the 
Diploma received from the College, if I shall (after having ob- 
tained the Licence of said College) keep open shop for the sale 
of medicines.” 

A new order of ‘‘ Members,” it is expected, will be insti- 
tuted. These will be forbidden to déal in drugs, and will fur- 
nish Fellows. In fact, the counterpart of the arrangements in 
force in the London College will be adopted in Dublin. 

Dr. RicHarpson, on taking the chair for the first time on 
Monday last as President of the Medical Society of London, 
announced his intention of elucidating a new line of research 
on the physics of .the nervous system. He proposes to make 
short illustrative experiments at the early part of each meet- 
ing. We regret our inability to notice the matter further this 
week, 


Ar the inquest on the body of the late Rev. A. J. Plow, the 
latest victim of the Todmorden tragedy, the county coroner 
forbad the attendance of reporters, the decision giving great 
offence to the jury. Public opinion is so strongly against 
secret inquiries that the power which a coroner has of exclusion 
from his Court should be used only against the representatives 
of the press in cases of actual or suspected misconduct. 
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Her Masesry has graciously intimated her intention to lay 
the foundation-stone of the new St. Thomas’s Hospital early in 
May next. It is natural that the Queen should take an interest 
in the institution, seeing that the late Prince Consort gave it 
active and personal support. On one occasiun, it will be re- 
membered, he presided at the public distribution of prizes. A 
good deal has been said about the new hospital ; we should be 
glad in the interest of the needy sick if a little more haste 
were made towards its erection. 


Art the last meeting of the Local Board of Health of Wednes- 
bury, Mr. Garman presented his report on the mortality which 
has prevailed during the last year in the district, showing that 
the mortality was only about 17 per 1000. The death-rate has 
been decreasirg from 22 per 1000 since 1864. 


TueEreE have been only four fresh eases of fever at Higham- 
on-the-Hill since the 11th of February, the date of Dr. Grif- 
fiths’s report to the guardians. Of these two died. Attention 
has been directed to the defects in the drainage and water- 
supply. 


WE expressed a wish not long since that Mr. Simon would 
allow himself to be put in nomination for the Council of the 
College of Surgeons. We have authority for stating that he 
would be willing, if elected, to serve on the Council. We 
believe that no one would be likely to work more conscien- 
tiously for the best interests of the profession. 


Tue University Court of the Edinburgh University (which, 
however, consists of eight members only), at a recent meeting, 
decided to raise an opposition to the claims of the St. Andrews 
graduates to the franchise under the new Scotch Reform Bill. 
On Wednesday, the Senatus Academicus unanimously resolved 
not to join in the opposition. 


An epidemic of measles is officially reported as prevalent 
in Crumpsall Union Workhouse, which receives paupers from 
Manchester ; last week eight deaths occurred, and eight in the 
three preceding weeks. In the early part of 1865 measles was 
epidemic in the workhouse and caused no less than seventy 
deaths. 


Tux mortality amongst the inmates of the Infant Home for 
illegitimate children, Great Coram-street, has attracted atten- 
tion on several occasions ; last week four children died there 
from whooping cough. 


At a recent mesting of the Portsea Island Guardians, a 
letter was read from Dr. Fredk. Page, the medical officer, 
stating that on his appointment four years ago he was 
promised 4 house for residence and an increase of salary ; since 
that time his duties have been greatly augmented, atid he 
asks, therefore, that his remuneration may be raised also. It 
seems that he has hitherto been prohibited from consultation 

ioe, but he justly observes that if his advice is asked for, 
it ia an absurdity that he should be debarred from giving it. 
The letter was referred to the consideration of the Visiting 
Committee. 

A coop deal is said just now in regard to the appointment 
of a Medical Officer of Health for Birmingham. It is to be 
hoped that the Town Council will no longer delay this desir- 


able step. 


Tux Executive Committee of the General Medical Council 
publicly intimate that any chemist or other person who, with- 
out the sanction of a legally-qualified medical practitioner, 
compounds or dispenses medicine otherwise than according to 
the new Pharmacopoeia, will be held responsible for any in- 
jurious effects which may follow. 





Tue Association for Promoting the Extension of the Con- 
tagions Diseases Act, 1866, to the Civil Population of the 
United Kingdom, has performed a very useft service in pub- 
lishing a report on the extent of these diseases, the operation 
of the present Act, and the means of checking contagion. The 
report contains a good deal of information, and the object 
which the Association has in view is ofe which has beeh 
advocated by us for sorne time. Onur readers have been made 
aware of the reasons which appeared to us to demonstrate the 
necessity for extended legislation, so that the civil population 
may reap the benefit of measures at present limited to the 
Army and Navy, and rendered ineffective to a certain extent 
for the very reason that they ate so limited. 


Tue Birkenhead guardians, having determined to provide 
in future the medicines for pauper out-patients themselves in- 
stead of requiring the medical officers to do so, have fixed the 
salaries of Drs. Lambert, Downing, and Daniels at £100 per 
anfium each; one of the guardians remarking that ‘‘ he was in 
favour of paying their medical officers well, and coming down 
on them like a sledge-hammer if they did not do their duty.” 

Tue Western Morning News asks ‘‘on what principle do 
coroners or their officers usually select for the scene of their 
duties the public-house nearest to where the body lies,” instead 
of the nearest school-room, vestry-room, convenient out-build- 
ing, or assembly-hall? The answer would in most cases point 
te custom or convenience ; but we quite agree that it is one 
more honoured in the breach than the observance. In towns 
there ought to be proper places provided for inquests, but in 
rural districts there would be many difficulties in the way. 


Tue mortality and sickness returns of the parish of Mary- 
lebone during February contrasted favourably with those of 
the month preceding— a circumstance due mainly to the 
unusually high temperature and the ab of epidemi 
disease. No death occurred from small-pox. A new 
system of street watering is now in operation, and it is 
hoped will act well. It consists in the use of a com- 
position containing chlorides of sodium and calcium, and 
which is said to have the power of retaining moisture, to keep 
the streets moist, and consequently the dust quiet, and by the 
antiseptic qualities of the salts to aid in the destruetion of the 
noxious products of decomposition. Dr. Whitmore is of 
opinion that the new plan of watering may even save £1000 
a year to the ratepayers. 


Art 4 meeting of the Committee of the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals on Tuesday last, the medal 
of the Hamburg Society was presented to Dr. Richardson, 
F.R.S., as an awatd for his invention of ether spray, and ii 
recognition of the application of the invention to the perform- 
ance of operations on the lowet animals. Prince Lucien Bona- 
parte, who presided, expressed his congratulations on the 
award; and Dr. Richardson, in returning thanks, gave an 
outline of the history of the invention, and of the labours of 
those who had preceded him in his researches. The medal 
was presented through Dr. Wartzburg, who attended as the 
representative of the Hamburg Society. 

Dr. Stiver, who was unanimously elected Assistant-Phy- 
sician to Charing-cross Hospital on Wednesday last, takes the 
Chair of Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology in the future. 
Thereby a vacancy occurs in the lectureship of Botany. 





Tue candidates for the vacant post of Assistant-Physician to 
the Brompton Hospital are Drs. Tatham, Sturges, Day, and 
Witherby. The out-patient work has increased so rapidly of 
late, that some of the present staff of officers are greatly over- 
worked. 
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From the great prevalence of venereal disease in the Army | 
and Navy stationed in the island of Jamaica, it has been pro- | 
posed to put in force the Contagious Diseases Act in certain | 
localities. Before this can be done, however, a local Act must 
be passed by the island Legislature, A conference was recently 
held between the admiral, Sir Rodney Mundy, the governor, Sir 
J. P. Grant, and Major-General O’Connor, on the subject, and 
they took the opinion of Dr. O'Flaherty (Deputy-inspector of 
Army Hospitals), Dr. Donnett (Deputy-inspector of Naval 
Hospitals), and the Hon. Dr. Bowerbank, the Curator of 
Kingston. It is generally believed that the proposal will be 
carried out, and it is said that the naval authorities will give 
£25 per head per annum. 


THe Corporation of Liverpool has contracted for the erection 
of some labourers’ dwellings on some of its own land. The 
sum to be given is £12,321, being below the estimate ot the 
borough engineer, and that of the designer of the plans. We 
trust that cheapness has not been regarded at the expense of 
efficiency. The problem for the Liverpool authorities is not 
only more dwellings for the poor, but healthier ones. 

Str M. H. Brac has succeeded Mr. Sclater Booth as Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Poor-law Board. 


Typuvs is now prevalent, we understand, in the sub-district 
of Rainford, near Prescot. 


Lorp GranviLLE will preside at the fifteenth festival of 
the Royal Medical Benevolent College, to be held at Willis’s 
Rooms on the 13th of May next. 


We understand that some examples of cerebro-spinal 
meningitis have appeared among the soldiers at the camp at 
Shorncliffe, two of which proved fatal. 


Tue prevalence of small-pox in the barracks at Sheffield has 
given rise to an investigation by the chief sanitary inspector 
of the borough, who describes the state of the privies for the 
private soldiers as “‘ disgusting and dangerous,” 

Ar an inquest held on the body of one of the boys who died 
from salivation in the Preston Workhouse, a verdict of man- 
slaughter was returned against the late governor of the 
workhouse. 





WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY ASSOCIATION. 


Ow Friday, the 13th instant, a very large and important 
meeting of this Association was held, chiefly for the pur- 
pose of considering the conduct of the Poor-law Board in com- 
pelling Dr. Rogers’s resignation. Amongst those present were 
Sir J. Simeon, M.P., who presided; Mr. Brisooe, M.P.; Lord 
Charles Brace, M.P.; Mr. Davenport Bromiley, M.P.; Mr. 
Surtees, M.P.; Hon. Percy Wyndham, M.P.; Dr. Brady, 
M.P.; Hon. D. Fortescue, M.P.; Mr. C. Neate, M.P.; Major 
O'Reilly, M.P. ; J. C. Parkinson, Esq. ; Mr. Hart; Dr. Carr; 
Dr. Stallard ; Dr. Liveing ; and Dr. Anstie. 

After an important discussion upon the singular revelations 
of workhouse mismanagement in the provinces which have 
been made by the publication of the Blue-book analysed in 
Tne Lancer of last week, 

Dr. AnstTrE proposed the following resolution :— 

‘*That this Association learns with regret that the Poor- 
law Board have required Dr. Joseph Rogers to resign his 
as medical officet to the Strand Union Workhouse; and 


without attempting to prejudge the truth or falsehood of the 
charges, the Association that the Poor-law Board should 
have refused so old and f 


| Dr. Anstie remarked that Dr. Rogers 





of an open inquiry and 


1 a public servant the ad 
cross-examination of ‘themes etal 2627 Ireland 


had been demanded, not only by himself, but by a minority of 
his own board of ians.” 

had peculiar claims on 
the support and the sympathy of the Association, since he was 
the person, in fact, who s ted its original formation, and 
had always been a most active member. Without question, 
the moral influence of his outspokenness, both at the inquiry 


In doing what he had done, Dr, Rogers had 
acted from a sense of duty; and if there were any slight official 
impropriety in his conduct, the Association, which had gladly 
accepted his services, should be the last body to think the 
worse of him for that reason. Dr. Anstie had no wish to com- 
mit the Association to any decision whether the charges 
brought against Dr. Rogers were false or true; the censure 
which his motion contained was levelled at the unfair, if not 
positively illegal, which these charges had been 


process 

“investigated,” It must be remembered that neither the 
ians nor the Poor-law Board bring any charge of want of 

skill, attention, or kindness to the poor during the whole of 

Dr. Rogers's twelve years of faithful and miserably underpaid 

work. He is avowedly dismissed on the ground of infirmity 


out that the excuse given by the - 

was aw insincere, sinee that board was immediately 
about to be broken up. He referred to the evident animus 
against Dr. Rogers evinced by the moment chosen for his dis- 
missal, which was so timed as just to deprive him of the 
chance of isi 


and warmly supported by Mr. Neate, M.P., Dr. Carr, Dr. 
Stallard, and several other tlemen. An amendment was 
toved by Mr. E. Hart, which, while tting Dr. Rogers's 
dismissal, avoided any censure of the Poor-law Board, and 
i that Dr. Rogers might not be prevented from 


< 


at New York, the birthplace of 3157 was the United 
, 164 Germany, 154 England, 252 other contitries. 





390 Tue Lancer,] 


THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS ELECTION. 


[Marcu 21, 1868, 








THE ARMY MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY 
AT PORTSMOUTH. 


A socrety of this kind has been started in the garrison of 
Portsmouth, at the instigation and under the presidency of 
Deputy Inspector-General Dr. Gordon, C.B., who delivered an 
admirable inaugural address, in the presence of the Lieutenant- 
General commanding, and other officers, and the medical staff 
of the garrison, Mr. Norman, and other leading members of 
our profession at Portsmouth. 

The object of the Society is to obtain a ready access to all 
the ing periodicals medical works of the day, and to 
meet er for the discussion of professional subjects. The 
Director-General at once acceded to Dr. Gordon’s suggestion, 
and ex his unqualified approval of the project. We 
cannot do better than quote a portion of his letter :— 

**T am sure this project, which I should like to see followed 
in the camps and large garrisons where medical officers are 
numerously congregated, will reflect much credit on the Army 
Medical Department, and confer many advantages on its indi- 
vidual members stationed at Portsmouth, by cultivating and 
bringing to light for the benefit of the army that mine of 

wealth, not only in general professional subjects, but 
in the highest branches of sanitary science which the depart- 
ment ‘ve 

We quite concur in these remarks, and are glad to ive 
that Dr. Logan appears so ready to identify himself with the 
wishes and interests of his officers. ‘The department over 
which he presides has received very scant justice for the 
labours which it has disch in various —_ of the world 
in past times; and if anyone be desirous of o! ny oy eyo 
Soeuns Ue. Genten's apening attiveen pubtibed to the Aang 

. ’s openi i in the Ham, 
Shire 2 Telegraph of the 14th inst. A % 

At the next meeting the nature, causes, and pathology of 
the recent cases of cere a eg eae 
soldiers at Gosport, will form the subject of discussion. 





CORONERS’ RETURNS OF DEATH. 


Tue Registrar-General has just issued a circular letter to 
Coroners, calling their attention to defects in the return of 
inquest cases to the registrars of death, which deprive them 
of much of the scientific character and value that they ought 
to possess. By pointing out the particulars in which improve- 
ment is necessary, and giving examples of the sort of returns 
that are desiderated, it is hoped that the co-operation of the 
Coroners will be secured, and thus the working of the system 
be rendered quite satisfactory. Adverting to the fact that 
deaths by accidental violence have much increased within the 
past century, the Registrar-General thus describes the causes 
which have led, directly or indirectly, to that iacrease :— 

“The introduction of steam as a movi ee, Ge won: 


rash and inexperienced persons, urgenc 

commercial considerations, have inevitably destroyed the lives 
of thousands, who, fifty years ago, w have succumbed to 
death in a natural manner. Science itself creates new instru- 
ments of death ; and it is im i as a correlative 


on 
that it should surround ife with new de- 


useful results may be obtained. The lives of the people have 
become a chief mpeg mgr and the questions 
are now put in respect to every individual in the realm: 
When where was he born? What ion did he 
follow? When, where, and in what manner did he die ?” 

A very proper suggestion is made in reference to those un- 





fortunate ‘‘ unknowns” whose dead bodies are found, and be- 
come the subject of the Voroner’s inquisition. In such cases 
it is desired, in the absence of better means of identification, 
that the apparent age, the height, dress, colour of the hair, 

occupation, 4c., should be stated in the information, 
ee Oe eee lars may be entered in the registers, 
and thus placed within reach of persons who are engaged in 
searching tor absent relatives. 











Correspondence, 
“ Audi alteram partem.” 


THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS ELECTION. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Srr,—An able leader in your impression of the 7th inst. 
calls our attention to the fact that the College election is not 
very far distant. And as I believe it to be in accordance with 
the general tone of liberality of your journal that the fullest 
possible choice should be given to the electors on such an occa- 
sion, I have thought it my duty to announce my intention of 
coming forward at the next election as a candidate for any 
vacancy in the Council that may be declared. 

The existing charter of the College of S has been 
productive of a variety of changes in the practice of dealin 
with the elections to the Council. The ancient custom o 
has been abolished ; and one innovation 
er 80 


election by seniori 
has succeeded ano 
with 


tion. 


would formerly have been regarded 
present it has become the rule, and may before long be ex- 
panded to a public canvass. moreover, it has become a 
necessity on the part of a candidate that he should take means 
opinions he may 
hold and the views he may entertain with regard to the 
government of the Co! 
To myself it would have been more to have left 
guaifcations to the pin Fellows ; to 


is likely to place in his hands. Butif this be not thought 
to be enough, I can only say that I shall be the last to shrink 
ion of faith which may be thought 


y oat 
repetition of such a charge that I venture, Sir, 
on this occasion, and ask for the publication 


among 

Fellows ; i 
should cease to be vested in ay seer pre a third, that 
known to theelecting body; anda fourth, thatthe Fellowsshould 


have the privilege of meeting the Council upon stated occa- 
damn’ dal Gah the ity should be given them of dis- 

ing such questions as may have for their object the further- 
pom, om 


This, Se, & 0 Sat iow of On ee oe 
upon my colleagues exert 
pag ey eh 
il board. , your obedient servant, 
Erasmus WILson, 





THE JELF TESTIMONIAL 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
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fund in process of collection for the above-named object. The 
was as follows 
‘‘At a meeting of the Committee of the Jelf Testimonial 
rent, See eee ) last, it was, on the 
Seroted to the hase 
Dr. Jelf, and the 
foundation of prizes in the College.” 
Now, 


LSeEETEEE 


5 
6 


iL 


g 
= 


to 
the character and 
fellow-students in the country should know, what is 
well known in town, that we old King’s College-men 
the resolution of the Committee above referred to as a 
ion of the proper ‘ta aes the fund; al 
as a consequence of thi © great majority e 
pupils, and I believe a | proportion of present, refuse 
to make any donation at all, while many, I 
demand the return of that which they had 
It is, I suppose, too late to remedy this state of thi 
unless the Committee, at their next meeting, will for once 


EB 


some steps ht to be taken by who have a personal 
regard for Dr Telf to inform him of the reason why they are 
unable to this mode of expressing it. 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Aw Ovp Kine’s CoLLEGE-MAN, NOT ON 
London, March 16th, 1868, THE CoMMITTEE. 





MEDIAN LITHOTOMY WITH BILATERAL 
SECTION OF PROSTATE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Str, — By Mr. Vincent Jackson’s able letter in Tux Lancer 
of March 7, I find that he and I have been working in the same 
direction as regards improvements in lithotomy instruments. 
I do not say this in the least disparagement of his originality, 
for I am sure he had no more knowledge of my proposals than 
T had of his. During the last ten years I have had made, and 
have repeatedly used, both on the dead and the living, various 
modifications of the double-cutting gorget, with probe-point, 
and designed for use with a median incision. The last which 
I have had made is, I should syppose, almost exactly like that 
contrived by Mr. Jackson, and I am very glad to read his 
testimony as to its easy use and the neatness of the section of 
the prostate which it makes. i ve a very 
valuable instrument, and I was only waiting for further expe- 
eres eee ape be cathy gem ge 

our knives, or gorgets, expect, 
and h we both propose a median cxtunal taaion, yes 
I am sanguine that [ have got a little further than Mr. Jack- 
son in one or two points. My staff is rectangular, and at the 
Sestan’ of taal 

which is fixed, I pass the end 
into the thimble, and having thus locked 
then take the staff from my assistant, 





ano clad, Noabe rei ee ee 

is qui i way in 

more easily than on trve is not the slightest 

difficulty in introducing 

The accompanying woodcuts will explain my instruments. 
Fie. 1. 








c— 


is shown, and 
its probe end. It is taken from 
about a year ago. 


Fie. 2. 


In Fig. 1 the flat surface of the 


male for mo by Hrohne 


the 
one 


In Fig. 2 the gorget and staff are seen together as they would 
be poy Se to the final thrust. The dotted line indicates the 
part where the probe joins the blade. The whole of the probe 
is concealed in the thimble and groove of the staff. The Blade 


7? the proposed method 1. Median i 

e advantages e me are: 1. in- 
cision of external and diminished risk of hemorrhage. 
2. Ease, certainty, and celerity of performance. 3. A bilateral 
section of the prostate of determinate size, certain to afford 
plenty of room, and yet certain not to wound the . 
4. The certainty that no injury will be inflicted on the im- 

t parts in the floor of the tatic urethra. 

The merit of the invention of the rectangular staff, of course, 
rests with Mr. Buchanan, of Glasgow. He, however, pro- 
posed its employment for a special kind of operation. I have 
never ~tm | performed his operation, but I think v 
highly of the convenience of the rectangular form of , 
Mr. Buchanan thought the instrament not suited for the ordi- 
nary lateral operation, and cated in strong terms its use 
for that purpose. I have not found his tications veri- 
fied. I Palive I have performed upwards of forty lateral litho- 
tomies on a rectangular catheter staff, and certainly have no 
intention to go back to the curved one. 

Whilst on this subject, may I be permitted to express 
my conviction as to the extreme importance of the use of a 
tube after the epensiion, If this were general, I believe it 
would prevent many deaths, Especially is it valuable in the 
adult, in whom the , deep wound causes risk of infiltration 
of urine. The tube which I use was described in the columns 
of Tue Lancer about eighteen months ago. It consists of a 
i ula, curved at the end. Through its whole 





392 Tre Laverr,} ABYSSINIA.—GLASGOW. 


Sway with a degree of certainty which a mere tube would not 
afford. Instead of silver, an imdia-rubber tube, of ue | 
inch bore, might be used, with, of mn, Se ee 
throughout, and projecting well at each end. outer end 
of the tube may be ived into an india-rabber bag or larger 
tube, and thus the patient’s bed kept dry during the first few 
days. Of my last eight lithotomies in the adult (most of them 
in old men), all but one have made good recoveries; and I 
attribute the success very largely to the use of the tube. The 
man who died was believed to be the subject of diseased kid- 
neys at the time of the operation. 
I am, Sir, yours &c., 
JONATHAN HuTcHrNson, 








He 


Finsbury-cireus, March, 1868, 
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ABYSSINIA. 

A CORRESPONDENT with the advanced force, consisting of 
the head-quarters of H.M.’s 33rd Regiment, A 21 Battery 
Royal Artillery, 10th Native Infantry, Scinde Horse, and 3rd sane 
Native Cavalry, writing from Addigerat on the 7th ultimo, as required, 
reports that the troops are in good health and spirits, the few thence towards Magdala or Debra Tabor, as may seem 
cases of disease that have occurred being attributable to ex- i tn th Guh® we 
posure, such as bronchitis, pneumonia, rheumatism, diarrhcea, head-quarters 4th King's Own are sent 
and dysentery; a few cases of the latter disease have proved front as soon as they arrive at Senafé. 
fatal, ey on or about the fourth day of the attack. 
There have already been several showers of rain, three accom- 

ied by thunder and lightning ; but it is hoped this is not the GLASGOW. 
inning of the rainy season. No vegetables have hitherto yaeu NN CORRESPON ; 
been procured from the inhabitants. Preserved potatoes and | f rae meme 
compressed vegetables are issued to the troops; but the former Seyret 
have an earthy taste, and the latter are only good in soup. | Oon winter session is drawing to a close. It has been a 
Great difficulty is experienced in feeding the army from the busy and efficient one, with very few interruptions from the 
want of carriage, so many baggage animals having died in the]. e amber of medical 
earlier days of the campaign. Sir Robert Napier and his staff sickness of teachers, or other causes ; Gee - 
arrived at Addigerat yesterday (6th ult.), and he received the 
Prime Minister of the Prince of Tigre with due honour this 
afternoon (7th ult.), the Prince having made some frivolous 
excuse for his non-appearance in person. 

The inhabitants = a very ‘cleabie race, and do not 
improve in appearance as we advance. They live chiefly on 
— nuts (which they pick in the fields), goats, and a very 

ttle grain and milk. According to the information obtained 
by the interpreters from natives, the distance from —— 
to Antalo is one hundred miles. The road is described as : 
some ascents, and many great descents; some rivers to cross, | saziones, the first to their 1 


professional ‘ 
and many difficult ravines. For sick carriage doolies were | Scotland, the other to the medical students at this school. 
allowed between Zoulla and Senafé, but after that they were j i i 


Dandies were to | and 


ath 





“© would some Pow’r the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as others see us! 
Tt would fr.< monie a blunder free us 
And foolish notion.” 





1 


; preserved 
also be liberally lied. Some 
advantage. Extra clothing 
in Abyssinia, for, owing - 
an 


oF 
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worth about £3000 a year to each of them: at which, of course, 
there is a cry of y, and a natural wish by many to 
share in the loaves fishes ; and certainly in duties which 
require no particular skill, and are quite of a routine nature, 
some further satiation <f the os me baw tm we 
sand a might vantageous to the profession, 
io doubt, will be brought about. 
© movettient, as far as | am aware, has yet taken place to 
look for a ive in Parliament for the Universities of 
and Aberdeen, proposed to be enfranchised by > 





THERAPEUTICAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
HARVEIAN SOCIETY. 


Tuts Committee met on Friday last at Dr. Puller’s. There 
Dr. Fuller, Dr, Sieveking, Dr. Broadbent, Dr. 


In carrying out the objects for which the Committee was 
formed, it was first decided to take three diseases—rheumatic 


Lourcine, or Lock hos- 
pital for females, has been waying war at the Society of Sur- 
gery against the system of dietary at present employed in the 
hospitals of Paris. He acknowledges the value of the innova- 
tions which have recently been adopted in this respect by the 
administration of the Assistance Publique ; but he finds fault 
with the whole system, as being much too formal and absolute. 





the dangers which the imposition of a stamp duty would have 
i ibly brought down upon it. As you are aware, the editors 


result in glanders as in vaccinia small-pox. 
last meetings, the Academy of Sciences gave its 
the subject, when two other memoirs were communi 
M. le Ricque de Monchy and M. Béchamp. M. le Ricque 
ay 2 mentions om he has discovered in 

a the presence corpuscles, 
molecular qunaietlonn, She which he 
on account of their action on sugar and 
hand, M. Béchamp has disco’ the same 
tissues of living animals, and in the fluids proceeding 
mentation, he assigns to them the same 

Paris, March, 1868, 


GEORGE FAYRER, M.D., F-RCS. 
WE regret to have to announce the sudden death of Dr. 


acisr 


fl 











the 
pono, > which he Dakine in a. 
inqui a practice at ing in he ied at Hen- 
ley-in-Arden, and became the proprietor of Burman-house, 
and subsequently of Hurst- ivate asylums for luna- 
tics—both of which he raised to their present high position. 
His death on Thursday, March 5th, was very sud 
ealestainas Sete 6. Sunieeaban Cn cunsien st eo 
meet hounds at Henley on morn) inng to 
i his coat, he was seized od with —— 
_p and lived only a few hours. No man was more be- 
ved by his friends and patients, as was shown by the great 
ow of feeling at his funeral. Amongst those who 


DR. WHITE (or Newcast.e-on-TYve.) 
The town and nei of Newcastle have been 
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of the other for or preserving wine without 
bottling. He pred in the year 1825 in the University 
of Edinburgh, and wrote a thesis on the subject of Dyspepsia. 
He distinguished himself greatly in the first epidemic of 
cholera by his attention to the sick and the success of his 
treatment, and —- rose - that eee ined te te 
popularity as a physician. e was as mu the 
profession as by the public. He was the first President of 
the Northern ye of the British Medical Association. 
ears ago he was President of the Northumber- 
rham Medical oe: For many years he 
was Physician to the Newcastle D and Fever House, 
and at the time of his death, as for many years before, he 
was Physician to the Newcastle I Infirmary and the Gateshead 
Dispensary. The leading feature of his character as a phy- 
sician was the possession of sagacity, and what is 
called common sense, He was original in the therapeutic 
ent than in any other, adhering pretty steadily to 
a ite and —_ style of prescription. But he was a 
~ resort in the medical emergencies of the Tyneside 
ie, and was honourably associated with their recoveries. 
fetes has seldom been our lot to know a manlier man, or a mem- 
ber of our profession more creditable to it than was David 
Blair White. 


Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Marca 131u. 
THE FARNHAM UNION. 
Tue Earl of Devon laid upon the table of the House the 
reports of the Poor-law inspectors appointed to inquire into 


the state of the workhouse management in the Farnham 
Union. 





RELIEF OF THE POOR BILL. 


The Earl of Devon introduced a Bill to further amend the 

laws for the relief of the poor, and it was read a first time. 
THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT. 

Lord LirrorD gave notice that he should, after Easter, ask 
whether it was the intention of the Government to extend the 
operation of the Contagious Diseases Act of 1866, especially in 
London ; and also whether they meant to make it more 
efficient by increasing the hospital accommodation in places 
where the Act was in operation. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Marcu 16ru, 
WATER-SUPPLY COMMISSION. 
ly to Mr. Hanxey, 
ia Minor said that the commission was still taking evi- 


ones and he was not sure whether it would be able to report 
during the present session. 
Marcu 17ru. 
_ MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Sir J. JERVOISE asked the Vice-President of the Com- 
mittee of “Counal on Education whether his attention had 
been directed to the fact that the report of the medical officer 
of the Privy Council, dated 31st March, 1867, was not distri- 
buted till the second week in September; and, whether the 
report for 1868 will be accessible to members of parliament and 
the public, at an early period of the t session. 

Lord R. Montacu said that the report of the medical 
officer of last year had been laid before the Privy Council on 
the 3lst March, and had been placed on the table of the 
house on the 4th April. The reason of the delay was because 
of the size of the appendix. This year it would be laid on 
the table immediately after the Kaster recess. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT. 

Major Dickson asked the Secretary of State for War if 
it was his intention to extend the Contagious Diseases Act 
of 1866 to Dover. 

Sir J. Paxixcron said it was not the intention of Her 
Majesty’s government to apply the provisions of this Act to 
Dover, or any other town, until proper hospital accommoda- 
tion was provided. It might be satisfactory to his hon. and 


t friend to know that an hospital would be opened at 
ao about May next. 








ApoTHecariEs’ Hatt. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Marchyl 2th :— 

Chinery, Edward Fluder, Lymington, Hants. 

Forsyth, Alexander, Douglas House, 4a 

Inglis, Walter William, Clifton Lodge, Bri 

White, James Arkin, Manchester Infirmary. 
The following gentleman also on the same day passed his 
first examination :— 

Wm. Hardman, University College Hospital. 


QueKkett Microscoricat Cius.—One of the most 
satisfactory and well-attended soirées of the season was held 
at University College on Friday night, and given by the 
President a Members of the Quekett Club. Some twelve 
hundred or more visitors were present, and sufficiently filled 
the spacious library and galleries of the building, which — 
thrown open on the occasion. The display of microscopes and 
objects of all kinds was exceedingly large and varied. The 
Club may congratulate itself on the success of the soirée, and on 
its present flourishing condition and popularity. This is in no 
little degree due to the active supervision y een tlemanlike 
bearing of the Honorary Secretary, Mr. M. Bywater. 
The soirée was the second given by the Clay 


Bequests To Mepicat Institutions. — The trus- 
tees of the late Miss 1 have paid £100 to the Glasgow 
Royal ere oe and £100 to the —— Royal Lunatic 
Asylum (both of legacy duty). James Fellows, 
Eog-, , bequeathed £1000 to the Manchester Royal 
£500 to the Salford and Pendleton Royal Hospital. 


THE new infirmary at Doncaster is now ready to be 
opened. 

Tue Lever.—The following gentlemen were pre- 
sented at the levée on Monday last :—Surgeon-Major T. 
Atchison, Surgeon Brodrick, Dr. T. Bishop, Deputy Inspector- 

General Dr. Bowen, Dr. ~~ wlth Parse, Anictant fe 
Grose, Assistant-Surgeon R. Hogg, A. ty 
Inspector-General Dr. Massey, Dr. Monro, Surgeon- 

W. M. Webb. 
ir Thomas Watson, 


Robinson, M.D., Dr. Waring, Staff-S 
There were present i in the general circle : 
Bart., Sir Ranald Martin, Drs. Balfour Cockburn, William 
Carr, Camden, Day-Goss, Gream, md Rn B., Minter, 
Priestley, Frederick G. Reed, Charles J 





MEDICAL VACANCIES. 
Corman’ be eda — — 
Summent en in — House-' 
Islington Dispen ze Hospital—Two A 
King’s College Hespital— o Assistant- Physicians. 
Royal General Di Physician, vice Dr. Thorne; also a 
Surgeon, vice Mr. oon. deceased. 











MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


C. T. Avetrxe, M.RCS.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for the 

iecend. District of the Hackney Union, vice E. C. Summers, 
L.B.C 8 

J. F. Borns, M. b., has been appointed Medical Officer for the Borough.’ 
District of the Great Ouseburn Union, Yorkshire, vice W. 8. 
M.R.C.S.E., resigned. 

W.G. Corestaxr, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer for the 
North er No. 2 District of the Derby Union, vice RB, Hamilton, 
M.R.C.S.E., resigned. 

J. Darwen, M. RCS E., has been reappointed Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 6 of the Parish of Birmingham. 

syusntel Ox Warr to the Royal Isle of Wight 

Infirmary, R yde, vice R. Bloxam, F.R.C.S.E., deceased. 

G. G. Casco, F.R.C.S8.E., has been eahaial Assistant-Surgeon to St. 

yorrsd on the expiration of his pa term of office. 

W. Heese, M.R.C.S.E., has been reappointed Medica! Officer and Public 
Vaceinator for District No. 2 of the Parish of Birmingham, 

J. Jackson, L.F.P.&8.Glas., has been reappointed Medical Officer and 

Public Vaceinator for District No. 8 of the Parish of Birmingham. 

J.P. Sones, MECSE. , has been reappointed Medica) Officer and Public 
Vaceinator for District No. 5 of the of Birmi 

W. J. Krispy, L.F.P.& 8. Glas, has been appointed Medical Officer, Public 
Vaccinator, and Registrar of Births &c., for baad» Dispensary 
District of the Bailieborough ane, § Co, ( Cavan, vice Lancaster Joyce, 
Tastee tin & Medien oe 
of t ‘astlebla: onaghan. 

E. Knows, M_R.C.8.E., has been reappointed = Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 5 of the ow oe he 

been appoin weg of Sierra Leone, 

, has been ted Surgeon to Mercer’s 

tcher, M-Dy, resigned. 


right, resigned. 
B. F. M‘Downrtt, a bl L.K SS yg oe 
Hospital, Dublin, vice R. G. H. 
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J. L. Motywevx, L.R.C.P.Ed., has been appointed Setiest OBew fe te 
District of the Wiese Union Lamsechice wies Molyneux, 


.E, 

.B., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
est District, Dundee, vice W. Dewar, M.D., deceased. 

H, Mounis, Mil ha beso appuiod Rewdnt Medical Over the Carey 
street Dispensary, Stanhope-street, Clare-market, vice C. Kelly, M. 


Mr. R. H. Moverrz has been appointed Surgeon under 
the Provininy of recent Avt forthe District of Rugcorn and Widnes, 
and Medical Inspector und«r the provisi 


Shipping 
eh fs also ea Ly my Shy Recruits to her 
y's ce. 
H. Srzycex Surrn, F.R.C.S.E., has been re-elected Ew aay 
Hospita!, on the ¥— of his present term of 
W. H. Staruensox, M.D., has been elected Sorgeon tothe Hlackbara In- 
» vice W. E. Smith, M.R.C.S.E., Mev 
c. B. Sucktrxe, M.D., has been ted Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 3 of the Parish of Birmingham. 


c. 5 ee M.R.CS.E, has been nted Medical 
Officer and Public Vaccinator for District No. 1 of Parish of Bir- 
mingbam. 


T. S. Swinson, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for the 
Mickleton District of the Shipston-on-Stour Union, Worcestershire, vice 
C. J, Smith, M_B.C.8.E. 

R. Taorys Tuoryz, M.B., has been wn spncinted one of the Physicians to the 
= General x iomew-close, vice Dyce Duckworth, 


.. resigned. 
L. Warutiow, M.R.C.S.E., bas been nted Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No. 7 of the Parish of Birmingham. 
H. J. Wenz, ey a been soy Medical Officer for So anm 
District i orkhouse of the Cheadle U. Union, Staffordshire, vice 
R. Webb, M.B.C.S.E. 
A. G. Wixtnsown, M.B.C.S.E., has been rey oy Medical Officer and 
z vie Vaccinator for District =s of the x | Birmingham. 
ven ay C.P.Ed., been appoin Certifying Factory 
Surgeon f ur G (I hire) and 4 hood ying 


“S 


Cc. Moon, Ml 








MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
R. Bovstzap, eS cae, Surgeon H.M. panne bee has been appointed 
8.1, Commander. 


his Excellency Sir Robert N: y in-Chief 
y Abyesinia) the Sanitary Omicer to’ the ‘Abyiaindan Field Force in 
De. Domnes tas boon appstated Acsiet-Gurgeen to the Seder Bast Regiment 


Abyssinia. 

= Jersey M 

J. = c qM. — S.E., Sunn tise Army, has been promoted to the 
pms Fn k of Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals, on retiring 


w. akcssare CB MD, hay oe mye ys Service, 


yeician to the Queen, vice 

M.D. — 
Vv. M. (. MacMasraa, M.D. Assist. 
| = late aaa vie P. 


-Surgeon 18th H: has been 
MacDermott, M.D., my aay ee 


J. H. “Onn EB, mS, . Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals Indian Service, 
on. Surgeon to the Queen, vice R. Cole, deceased. 
J. un ety RCSE, ee Dragoon Guards, has been 
bly to Staff Vice Carian, appoluted tothe 10th Foot. 
Sr, J. Stawcey, M.R.C.S.E, Surgeon 4th Foot, has been appointed 
a sian Matton ie Taiet-Burgeon 10th Pest, has been appoin| 
UCKER, ted 
Staff Assist.-Surgeon, vice Hyde, nted to the 10th Foot. 
Avex. Tvewsn, M.D., ee Foot, has been appointed Staff 
Assist.-Surgeon, 1, M.B., placed upon half-pay. 


Births, Marciages, amd Deaths. 


ie) 
BIRTHS. 


On the 22nd of Feb., at Sierra Leone, West De f Africa, 
- eb. W. May, “ak, Caton of the wife of 
e nst., at Pont Biyddyn, ad the | 
ArT \yddyn, near 4, wife of Robt Piatt, 


On the 10th inst., - Bary St. Ed th 
PRCR Ed of — munds, the wife of Robert Macnab, M.D., 


On the 11th inst., at Holland lace, Clapham- 
MRCAE Gn -place, Clapham-road, the wife of W. H. Smith, 


On the 15th inst., at Bedford, the wife of Mr. Thurnall, of a son. 


On the 17th inst., at Upper — 
Hest ie nae > + pp ne-terrace, the wife of W. F. 








MARRIAGES, 
On the 12th inst., at L, 


= of the Inte W. rida be E. Falham Turner, M.B., to Ellen, daughter 
t inst., at x 
aM. RCE wee Pariah Saat, Moreton-in-Marsh, Henry Kettle, 


Birming to M 
hild of Robert King, Es am ham, ary Ann Elizabeth, only 


DEATHS. 
On the 8th inst., at the Middlesex = Barnard Jack: Medical 
Student at the above- amed + 
on ange, oath Hospital, second son of R. 8. Jacksov, 
at Lupus-street, Pimli: rapid consumption, 
of Dr. G. iti a ree 
On the 13th inst ton, near eo ey een ren Bidwell, M.D., 


Regt., aged 14 years. 





Medical rary of the CTech. 


Monday, March 23. 
Sr. eastd Neindind laine 6 mM. and 1% Pp... 
Rorat Lonpow Ururaaumic Hosrrrat, 7 + ince 10} a.m. 
tay Faux Hosp —+)perations, 2 p.m. 
Roya. Cotiees ov Svacrons ov Exoiann.—4 P.x. Prof. Huxley, “On the 
Anatomy and Physiology of Invertebrate Animals.” 


Tuesday, March 24. 
Rorat Lowpow Orarnaturo Hosrrrat, Moorrieips.—Operations, 10} a.m. 
Guy's Hosrrta,.—Operations, 14 P.«. 
Waermivstzs Hosprrat. 
Nattonat Ortaorapro Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 
Rovat Iystrrvrion.—3 v.«. Dr. M. Foster, “On the Deve 
Eruyovoeicat Socrery or Loypow.—8 p.x. Mr. Joho ae “On the 
Race of Man, and its Prehistoric Career."—Mr. H . HB oworth, 
“On some Surface affecting Ancient ‘Bthnographs.” 
Rorat Meprcat ayy Cureveoicar Soctsty. — —* ee a 
SS Ste apes Cas. — — Mr. On Non-U 


Wednesday, March 25. 
Royrat Lonpow Ornraacaic Hosprra, M ps.— Operations, 10} a.m. 
P. 





2 rm. 
ent of Animals.” 














Lowpow Hosr1tat.—Operations, 

Orutaatmic Hosrrtar, Sovrmwirx.—Operations, 

Borat Coiiecs or Suresons or Evetann.—4 P. : "Prof. Haxley, “On th 
Anatomy and Physiology of lnvertebrate Animais.” 

Houwrsexiay Socrzery.—s8 p.m. Mr. Bryant, “On some Cases of Inflammation 
of the Breast Cancer.” 


Thursday, March 26. 
Rovat Lowpoyr Ormrmaturc Hosprrat, Mooxrratps.—Operations, 10} a.m. 


Sr. Groner’s H 








Bf 2em. 
Rovat Lestrrerion.—3 r.x. Dr. M. , “On the Development of Animals.’* 
Friday, March 27. 


Royat Lorpon Orwrmactauro Hosrrra, M ti 10} a.m, 

Wxsrurnstse Opataatarc Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1¢ Pm 

Boyar be pa or Suresons or Evcianp.—4 Pm. he Harley, “On the 

and Physiology of Invertebrate Auima’ 

Rorat Inetireviox.—# Fas. Dr. Carpenter, On the Uncosscioes Action of 
t 

Cirwicat Socrery or Lowpow.—8} P.m. Fy ety a | ae 
Arthritis ;" “Motor _ Asynerey 5” Acupressure ;” “Tracheotomy in 
Laryngeal Disease,” “Calomei Vapour Bath for Syphilitic Albuminuria ;” 
“ Congenital Affection of Heart.” 


Saturday, ae 28. 
Sr. Tzomas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 9} a. 


> Lowpow Orxtmatamic Hosrrtar, Wosescuse—Qperstions, 10} a.m. 
Sr. Bastuotomew's Hosrrrar.—Operations, 14 P.a. 





Cuartve-cross Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 Pp. 
Rovyat Lystrrvtion.—3 p.m. oe Roscoe, “ On the Hen-Wistallie Elements.” 








io Coxtespondets, 


Correspondent.—Twelve inspectors of lime- and lemon-juice were appointed 
by the Duke of Richmond under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1967, eleven 
of whom are medical men, and one is an analytical chemist. The Act uses 
the word “inspector,” and says nothing about analytical chemist; so that 
the President of the Board of Trade may appoint whatever class of persons 
he pleases. No official announcement has been made with reference to the 
conduct of this work by the Excise, or anyone other than the inspectors 
appointed by the President. 

R.C. Y., (York.)—We think that B should have referred the Coroner’s officer 
to A. The latter, having attended the patient just before death, should 
have been summoned by the Coroner. 

Indignans.—The card is highly discreditable. 

Mr. W. 8. Whatford.—The cases are interesting; but the pressure on the 
space at our disposal, we regret, precludes the possibility of their publica- 
tion. 


Tus Sr. Pawcras ayy Norrusen Dispensary. 
A CoRRESPONDENT writes to us as follows :—“ In Tax Lancet of the 7th of 
h last office of resident medical officer to the St. Pancras and 
wus advertised as vacant, and the salary at £150. On 
be inponsary as to the nature of the duties, juties, it came 
that the resident medica! officer had —~¢ ae. 





wages, that he would be required to furnish his own rooms and main- 
tain the servant in board. Estimati 

of furnishing at £10, and 

£1650, there would remain of 

#721" 
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Pausx Curtiricatss or Dears. 

Two cases of great importance to the public and the medical profession 
came before the Liverpool Police Court on Friday last. Two women, of 
the names of Regan and Margaret Cotterill, were committed for trial for 
some extraordinary frauds on the Liver Friendly Society by means of false 
certificates of death obtained from two medical gentlemen, to whom they 
hed made untrue representations. It appeared that the prisoner Regan 
had insured the life of one of her children and that of her husbend in the 
Liver Society, and had obtained the policy money on the child, amounting 
to £3, on a false certificate obtained from Dr. Owles, The woman Cotterill 
had obtained the money for which Regan’s husvaud’s life was insured, also 
£3, on a false certificate obtained from Mr. T. D. Leigh, surgeon, of Liver- 


hada Saponsecy th 204, Dasllngonetrect, and o 

7’ 

sight. hy pny ny ee ety + died from 
saw the child called Catherive dead, He 


i 
i 
! 
: 


“Mr. Raffles: How did you come to grant the certificate of death 
Dr. Owles replied that it was om the statement of the person who came 
to him. It was the ordinary practice of medical men.” 


The Catherine Regan referred to gave evidence that she was the daughter 
of the prisoner Regan; that she had no sister of the name of Catherine, 
and that she was never sick or ill. It was supposed in this case that the 
prisoner had passed off her younger child in the place ot her daughter 
Catherine when Dr. Owles was called in to attend it for bronchitis.—In the 


Im this case Regan himself gave evidence, and said he never remembered 
having been ill during the last thirteen years. He knew the prisoner 
Cotteril! as a neighbour. In this case somebody suffering from hemoptysis 
must have personated Michael Regan, the sick husband. With reference 


Some time ago I wrote you a note, asking your opinion regarding 
the liability of titioners in certificates of death in cises where 
the life of the person was red, stating at the time that in 
many cases the Insurance Office paid solely on the faith of the 
medical certificate of the death ; and I then asked your opinion whether 
a , rarely or ever sees the body, would in a case ef fraud 
(i. e., the person not actual ng died) be liable to prosecution as a 


——— y 1 have nothing to do with this matter; 
ut any day I may be involved. How are we to act? The case is causing 
great noise in town, and we shail all be glad to get your opinion in the 


as those above referred to would scarcely ever occur. It would be, how- 
ever, a wholesome rule never to give a certificate unless the deceased per- 
gen to whom it refers have been actually seen by the practitioner. 


J. C: M.—Great diversity of opinion exists as to how long after small-pox, 
seariatina, or measles a person may be free from risk of communicating the 
disease to others, We believe there is no fixed period which obtains in al! 


A Correettoy. 
To the Editor of Tux Lawenrt. 
of the procee lings of the C inieal Society in your last 
the remarks which | made are attributed to Ur, Julius Pollock, of 
Hospital. May I be that you will kindly correct this mistake. 
Your obedient servant, 


James E.. Potiocn, 
Physician to the Hospital! for Consamption and. 
Diseases of the Chest, 
Upper Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, March Isth, 1868, 
*,* The mistake was not ours, but that of the reporter. 


Dh, Harrison, Hope, and other Correspondente.—Cease to think about the 
matter, the importance of which has been greatly exaggerated. Go to bed 
tired every night, take plenty of exercise, play cricket, read science and 
mathematics, or study a language, or play chess, and avoid every adver- 
tising quack as you would a wild beast. 

Dr. Duke’s case shall be inserted in an early impression. 





i 
| 





Lyspacron-GuyzraL Movart. 

A Military Surgeon writes to say that “the correspondence was commenced 
with a letter bearing an anonymous signatare, to which there was surely 
no objection to reply in the same way. If Mr. Mouat thinks himeelf 

let him get a member to move in the House for his correspond- 
ence, and it will then be seen if he has or has not received fair play.” 

Ignoramus,—“ Bleak House,” by Dickens, 

Dr. Hewan will perhaps kindly ‘urnish us with a little more information re- 
lative to the nature and composition of the new remedy. 

A Physician,—Next week. 

Mr. Hands, (Hornsey.)—The proffered remuneration is quite inadequate, and 
we are glad to find our correspondent refased to encourage the attempt to 
under-estimate professional services. 


_ Vindicator will see that the subject is alluded to in another page of this day’s 


Lancs. 
InmaLaTion oF Steam ts Crovr 
To the Bditor of Tux Lancer, 
Sra,—In all cases where there is inflammation of the air-passages, 
mov air wa mot raefal and ecient remedy, and i canes of croup should 
be The different means of obi aining the desired 
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be made for half the amount of any ovher efficient steam-»rodacer,. Mr. 
Philpott, of Edwards-street, nare, W., will make them for 10s. each. 
ours, 


Mizitza Arpornturst, Jersey. 

Ws are obliged to our correspondent for the Jersey Express. The style in 
which the appointment im question is announced is in bad taste; but we 
feel sure that Dr. Dunlop, whom we know well, is no party to it. 


Sutrmats or Arum uy Waoorts-Coven. 
To the Bditon of Tux Laycet. 


paroxysms ere 
within twenty-four hours; but it is especially useful in i comennes Oe 
cough after the earlier and more acute stage is passed. 
grain for every year of the patient’s up to twenty years four times 
and the less diluted it is taken the bett.r its effect. With such 
patients old enough (and children soon learn to like it so), I 
powder to be wra: in moistened wafer- (which, by the 
nicest wd most rasy method of takiag po and pills). In 
cated with pneumonia or congestion, the cure proceeded 
giving as strong a solution of carbonate of soda (iP) as the 
brane of the mouth will tolerate, 


or the carbonate of soda 
tation, and an oceasional 


RT 
“i733 
pobre 


waler-paper, with coun er-irri 


the breast are not influenced by the slam, f it is not adminis- 
ee ates cniate ef tama . The carbonate of sod» is of iteelf a 
good in I trusted te it entirely before com- 


mencing the use of alam, but the dies must be lar, 
Clyde Villa, Uxbridge-road, March 9th, ~~ irk Tuomrso. 
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Puir Play puts the following question :—“ A and B are partners. B is on his 
round seeing patients. One of B's patients sends fer him (B) to attend. 
A attends, and refuses on B's return to give up the patiest, although re- 
quested by B to do so. Which is in the fight, A or BP” The case is 
peculiar, inasmuch as the disputants are partners. Taking, however, a 
broad view of the matter, we think thet A should have given up the 
patient to B. 

S. M.—One q NG cati is sufficient 

An Old Practitioner (Subscriber to Tae Lawcrt) will oblige by informing 
us where the decision of the Judges is to be found. 

Mr. W. St. John Coleman.—Our esteemed correspondent shall receive a 
private note, 





Navat Mepicat Survics, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sin,—In answer to corresponden ayes "1 shall spemk ; 
lst. An to tie clete 0 eniee Gland elite “r~ 


Ist. One could not advise anyone to enter who has® 
private life. The absence from wife and child; the necessary discomforts of 
a naval life; the irksomeness of 


navy. But rather than |vad the life of an assistant, or keep a drug 
brush shop, I would infinitely prefer the public service. 
flicers, i] — en boys, who 
° probably they enter as men, as 
accustom themselves to any'hing. Scotchmen seem to get on best 
naval medical service; the inspectorial ranks are almost filled by 
Irishmen make good offiecrs also. There are so few English that one 
decide as to their fitness for a naval medical life. 
2nd. The government of the navy is and must be d tic, and 

in incapable hands, cegenerates into tyranny. To this 
must submit. So faras 1 know, he is very rarely 


FE 


r § 





; 
ai] 
tf 


officers; but he may be, and sometimes is. Such occurrenees are happily 
more and more rare, 

3rd. highest pay given in the Navy List is £912 10s, per annum. 
Before receiving that, one must have served thirty years’ fail-pay time, and 
have reached the rank of Inspector-General—about as probable a thing as for 
an obscure M.P. to become Premier. Most have to content themselves with 
less than that sam by nearly £400 a year, no matter how they have 
the £529 5s. rcale Te. 


pg teeny hee reale. Ove on retiring 
ceive ‘sums by a great deal. eee eee, : 
Fish” will see the rates of pay, full and half, to which he entities h it by 
service. Small pensions are granted te widows of assistant-surgeons who 
have been commissioned officers ten years, and married a year, and also 
to children; both at the discretion of the Admiralty. 

The general opinion seems to be that the army medical service is preferable 


to the naval. ‘is less restrietion—a matter of importance. In 
my man congratulates bimself, and is of as a fortunate | 
fellow, on gettii hore appointment. Can ing show more clearly 


In both the candidate will find of agreeable, honourable, fine 
and his relations with his brother officers will entirely depend on his 

own qualities. 
In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks te those of my shore- 





should 

ee brethren who have so kindly and ¢ ly exeried th Ives on 

half of the army and navy medical men; but for their efforts I should 
have had-to put mach more shading into this hasty sketch. 

Under divers pains and penaities we are forbidven to write to the papers on 
service matters, so I enclose my card, and am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
March, 1868, Aw Assistayt-SvurGzox, R.N. 


Mr. John Day, of Geelong, in reference to a case of diabétes 


terrible malady. The Australian Medical Jowrnal coutains a full report of 
the case. 
TeeatTMEenNt oF AsCaRID ES, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sir,—C. 
al R, eh eee Fe RS nn ee es eee 
March, ce J. 
A Correspondent.— A member of the Royal College of Surgeons of England 
and a licentiate of the College of Physicians of Edinburgh is eligible for a 

Poor-law appointment. 
Medicus.—The question has already been answered. 
‘THE communication on the West African Medical Service has been received. 


BLroop as aw Amerons oF Drar. 

To the Béitor of Tus Lamont. 

Oy ponetiantie, ko tonalite enna or nae eroanita, cat want 

pg a na age blood of as an i of sou 

for distribution to the a ee with ; 4 

flour, oatmeal, > and 

refer me to a work ia which I pmey oF prey Bt 's @8 to the 
butritive properties and physiological effects of blood —Yours, &c., 

March, 1968. EB. A. 








Messrs. Waite and Kite, (Cheltenham.)—It is unprofessional for a physician 
to write prescriptions whigh can only be dispensed at one particular 
chemis#%. The College of Physicians would, we believe, take notice of 
such an infringement of propriety. We should advise our correspondents 
to send the prescription to the Censors. 

Mr. Nigon is thawked. s 

Dr. Rithard Caton,—The cases shall be published m an early number. 

Cinchona (Jamaica) —Y es. 

J. F—t, In Oxforé-strect, close to Harewood-gate.—2. Mr. W. Adams and 
Mr. Brodharst. 

Astuma ayp Eczema. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sr2,—If Dr. Woodward will call to mind the frequent connexion of asthma 
with gouty affections, and its still more frequent connexion with dyspepsia 
and other ts of the digestive organs, he will find no difficulty in 

for ce of ion With &. Awe regards 
treatment, nothing is more certain than that Tectification of digestive 
troubles must be attended to before we can hope for mach relief te the - 
ratery. Dr. Woodward wi!) find moch reference to these points in the 
authors, such as Sir John Floyer, Drs. Bree and Perrier, as also in the re- 
marks published by Mr. Pridham, of Bideford, on the wtrict diet necessary 
fer the cure of asthma. Yours faithfully, 

Worcester, March 18th, 1968. W. Sraaven, M.D. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


| 


mentionved, 
potassium is recorded as the remedy.—Your obedient servant, 
Tavistock, March )4th, 186s. R. 


To the Editor of Tux Lazcerr. 
Sra,—Allow me to draw Dr. Woodward's attention to Prof. Trousseau’s 


ot Waser. 


— Yours faithfully, 
M. T, Sapume, Jun., M.D. 


(Notices to Correspondents, p. 365), as of Munich, instead of Wirzburg. 
FP. B.—The operation alluded to is described in Tux Lancet of August 10th, 
1867, page 165. 
Medious.—The lines are very good, but ansuited for our columns. 


Provipest Dispzwsantss awp Corracs Hosrrtacs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

- ve me the names of towns, with - 
tations under 7008, whore chuher Prosidest Sox Cottage Hospitals 
have been successfully established ? Yours 

Horsham, Sussex, 18th, 1868, J. Marirews. 
Comuwcwicatioss, Latrens, &c., have been received from—Sir H. Thompson ; 
Dr. Ogle; Mr. Curgenven; Dr. Julius Pollock; Dr. C. J. B. Williams; 
Mr. Erasmas Wilson; Dr. Gervie; Mr. Berkeley Hill; Mr. Alfred Hall; 
Dr. Collins; Mr. Jabez Hogg; Mr. Allison; Mr. Devlin; Dr. Goats, Gias- 
gow; Dr. Roberts, Manchester; Dr. Camps; Dr. Mathews, Horsham; 
Dr. Collie; Mr. H. Wilson, Deblin (with book) ; Messrs. Chapman and Co. ; 
Mr. Dickson; Mr. Newman; Dr. Macnab, Bary St. Edmunds; Dr. Oswald ; 
Dr. Kitchener, Jersey; Mr. Coles; Mr. Boustead; Mr. Whatford, Hove; 
Mr. Gell, Aycliffe; Dr. Mouritz, Runcorn; Mr.Joyce; Dr. Sadler, Barnsley; 
Dr. Osborn; Mr. Davys; Dr. Carran; Mr. Adams; Dr. Crane; Dr. Oaton, 
Edinbargh; Mr. King; Mr. Cranston; Mr. Bradfield; Dr. H, Jeaffreson ; 
Mr. Nichelle; Mr. Alexander; Dr, Renton, Edinburgh; Mr. Fox, Man- 
chester ; Dr. Worthington, Garston ; Dr. Groves, Shapwicke; Dr. Wills ; 
Mr. R. Holms; Dr. Scott, Ben Rhydding ; Dr. Hatchell, Bournemouth ; 
Mr. Richsrdson, Cowes ; Mr. Watson; Mr. Prench; Pr. Strange, Worcester ; 
Dr. Davies; Mr. Green, Chelmsford; Mr. Walford ; Mr. Hinde ; Dr. Morris, 
Stadiey; Mr. Hunt; Mr. Adamson; Mr. Robertson, Arbroath; Mr. Platt, 
Pont Blydéyn ; Mr. Turner ; Dr. Neilson ; Dr. Needham, York ; Dr. Griffith; 
Mr, Jeffreys, Chesterfield; Dr. Norman Macleod; Dr. St. John Coleman ; 
Mr. Rimmington; Mr. West, Tavistock ; Mr. Rayner, Prescot ; Dr. Smith; 
Dr. Cockburn ; Mr. H. Brietzcke, Sheffield ; Mr. Beckett ; Mr. W. Bennett ; 
Mr. Jones, Morriston; Dr. Waters, Liverpool; Mr. Thomas; Dr. Garman, 
Wednesbury; Dr. Goodiff; Dr. Burnie; Mr. Johnson, Caterham ; Dr. Mortin ; 
Mesers. Abbott, Macpherson, and Go.; Dr. Jackson, Plymouth ; Mr. Dean ; 
Dr. Duke, Dover; Mr. Newington, Tenterden; Mr. Allingham ; Mr. Nixon; 
Mr. Kettle, Smallhesth ; Mr. B. PF. Holt; Dr. Atkinson; Mr. 
Bedford; Dr. Goule; Dr. White; Dr. Cooke, Bath; An Old Subscriber, 
The Secretary of King’s College Hospital; A Physician; Clinical Society ; 
J. f., Macclesi@la ; L.R.C.P. Lond.; Cinchona; F. R.; T. W. N.; Iatros; 
A Christian; Pair Play; J.C. M.; W. W.; RB. C. Y.; 8. HL, Manchester; 
L. &,; «2, RB. B.; K.; Am Army Surgeon; An Old Practitioner; R. Y.; 
F.R.CS.; The Secretary of the Colonial Company; A Dysp-ptic ; L. R.; &e. 
Ture Birmingham Journal, the Liverpool Mercury, the North British Datly 
Mail, the Derbyshire Cowrier, the Gleaner (Jamaica), the Jersey Express, 
the Colonial Standard, the Printers’ Journal, the Hampshire Tel-g-aph, 
the Liverpool Jowrwal, the Commercial Garette (Maurittus), the Gateshead 
Observer, the Blackburn Patriot, the Whitehaven News, the Surrey Mail, 
‘the Brighton Gueetta, the Liverpool Courier, ami the Wednesbury News 
have been received. 
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G VAN ABBOTT, 
INVALID & INFANT DIETETIC DEPOT, 


5, PRINCE’S STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W. 
Importer of Foreign Wines. 


BARON LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT, 


“EXTRACTUM CARNIS,” LIEBIG, 


ORIGINALLY INTRODUCED IN THIS COUNTRY BY G. VAN ABBOTT. 
Contains Thirty-two times its Weight of the Soluble Constituents of Meat, free from Fat, Bone, or Tendon. 











Directions.— One-third of a ul with a little salt and boiling water makes a cup of good Beef-tea; and mixed 
with Gluten in any form, yields the strongest, best-flavoured, and most nutritious Soup. : 
*,” In cases of extreme tion, a few drops mixed in a glass of sherry or claret are a good restorative. It is also used 
lightly spread on bread-and-butter, by those who are unable or unwilling to take animal food, unless in a concentrated form. 


£ad 


d. 
0 
0 





LEFLUND’S CONCENTRATED LIEBIG’S FOOD FOR INFANTS. 


A perfect Substitute for Mother’s Milk, ready for use. (With Baron von Liebig’s special authority.) 


GLUTEN BREAD, BISCUITS, CHOCOLATE, & SEMOLA, 


TO BE USED IN CASES OF 


DIABETES, DEBILITY, CORPULENCE, & INDIGESTION. 


Gluten is generally acknowledged by the most eminent of the Faculty in London and Paris as being the most strengthening 
and nourishing food that can be used, and contains by analysis only 19°13 per cent. Starch. 








PURE CLARETS, warranted not to contain either Brandy or Corn Spirit, 
15s., 18s., 94s, per dozen, bottles included. 





VAN ABBOTT'S VEGETABLE BREAD AND MILK. 


The safest Gruel to use in cases of Fever, &c., as it does not contain the heating qualities of Oatmeal, Prepared Groats, &c. 1n Packets 6J. and 1s. each. 


VAN ABBOTT’S NITROGENISED COCOA. 


Tins 1s, and 2+. each, — This is the purest and most nutritive Breakfast beverage fhat can be used. 


PURE BLACK TEA, AS IMPORTED FROM CHINA. 


“Thus Mr. Van Abbott, that indefatigable caterer for invalids, had some specimens of Nitrogenised Cocoa, pre by separating the greater part of the 
oil from the original substance, and then mixing it with powdered Gluten. Bread and Milk Powder was another novelty.”—Hasveian Socrzty, Mp. 
Timzs anp Gaz., Jan. 12, 1867. 

“Van Abbott's list of Dietetic Preparations is very plete, and inclades a considerable number of articles of which physicians in prescribing invalid 
dietaries may and do avail themselves with advantage.”—Barr. Mp. Jour. 
ae — Van ~~ to whom we look for special articles of diet suited to the invalid, has now included in his list a careful selection of nutritive Wines.”— 

RUITT on Wine. 








New Dietetic Preparation for Coughs, Colds, Asthma, &c.: 
LIEBIG’S CONCENTRATED MALT EXTRACT. 


G VAN ABBOTT, 


INVALID & INFANT DIETETIC & WINE DEPOT, 5, PRINCE'S STREET, 
CAVENDISH SQUARE, W. 


Water Beds, Feeding Bottles, and all necessary Appliances for the Nursery and Sick Room. 
A Book containing Price List, Dietary Tables, and various Receipts for Invalid Cookery, can be had, post free, on application. 
IMPORTER OF FOREIGN WINES.— CELLARS, MARGARET STREET. 








